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A DISCOURSE ON FUTURE PUNISHMENT. 
(Continued from page 248.) 


I wovtp close this examination, already made longer than [ 
intended, by a few general reflections upon the Treatise under 
consideration. 

While. this scheme of salvation is professedly built upon the 
gospel, it is remarkable that.it has less to do with the scriptures 
than almost any other production. In general the author makes 
no more use of the word of God, than if he were writing a book 
upon geography. Hence it is: not to be wondered at, that there 
should be found a striking coincidence of the sentiments of this 
book with those we meet with in deistical authors. The doctrines 
here taught respecting the nature, cause, and effects of sin, are in 
strict accordance with those held by Deists. ‘The representation 
_ of the commonly received doctrine of atonement, and the objec- 
tions to it, together with the character given of the Saviour, ap- 
pear to have been taken from the’ “ Age of Reason ;” while the 
system throughout, and the general character of the reasoning in 
support of it, are such as would not be likely to offend the most 
fastidious unbeliever. ‘The*natural tendency of this work, and 
especially the liberty taken with the scriptures in it, is not calcu- 
lated to edify Christians, nor to make bad people better; but rather 
to unsettle the mind in divine revelation, and open the flood gates 
of error and licentiousness. 


Having thus examined the Treatise upon Atonement, and not 
finding the salvation of all men established. therein, I come, 
SECONDLY, To show that the wicked are sentenced td ever- 
lasting punishment in the future world. This proposition matu- 
rally divides itself, and presents us, 1. With the certainty of future 
punishment, and 2. With the endless duration of it. 
Vou. VI. 36 
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I. The certainty of future punishment. , 
1. It is said by some, that the wicked receive all their punisit- 
ment in this life; and it must be acknowledged that a course of 
disobedience is frequently attended with much pain, and chastised 
with severe and repeated strokes of God’s rod: but this is not 
always the case: and in no instance do they receive the whole of 
their deserved punishment here. Nay, what they suffer in this 
world is not so properly punishment, as a course of discipline in- 
tended for their reformation. Some indeed forfeit their lives to 
the laws of their country, and die by the hand of the public exe- 
cutioner. But what shall we say of those who commit crimes of 
such a mature, or under such circumstances as to elude censure 
and punishment in this world, if there is no punishment in the 
next? 

While the highwayman robs, perhaps to save himself from jail, 
and is punished with death for his crime, a tyrant at the head of 
an army ravages whole states; he pillages on the right and on the 
left; he violates the most sacred rights; the most solemn treaties, 
he knows neither religion nor good faith. Go, follow his foot- 
steps, see countries desolated, plains covered with the bodies o: 
the dead, palaces reduced to ashes, and thousands of miserable 
inhabitants driven from their homes in despair! Inquire for the 
author of all these miseries. Will you find him, think you, con- 
fined in a dark dungeon, expiring on a wheel or a gallows? Lo! 
he sits upon a throne, he lives in a royal palace, fares sumptuously 
every day, is surrounded by a host of sycophants and idolaters 
who live upon his favour, and minister to his appetites and _pas- 
sions. But what is divine justice doing all this time? It is look- 
ing on, and reserves a terrible punishment for this offender in the 
future state. After death is the judgment, when all his iniquities 
shall be brought to light, and punished as they deserve. 

How many have made themselves rich by a traffic in human 
beings, and by the unrewarded labours and sufferings of the chil- 
dren of Africa! Sunk in the sordid love of gain, and alike deaf to 
the cries of humanity and the denunciations of justice, they have 
torn these unfortunate creatures from their country and friends, 
carried them into foreign lands, sold them like cattle in the mar- 
ket, and thus subjected them to every indignity, privation and 
hardship, which their merciless masters saw fit to inflict upon 
them ; and all this with the favour or connivance of human laws. 
But what is divine justice doing all this time? It is looking on. 
and reserves a terrible retribution for these offenders in the future 
state. “ These things hast thou done, and I kept silence ; thov 
thoughiest that I was altogether such an one as thyself: but J will 
reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes. Now con- 
sider this, ye who forget God, and imagine there is no future put 
hment, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.” 








ih « 

















A DISCOURSE ON MATTHEW xxv. 46. 283 
There cannot be a more odious vice than that of hypocrisy. 
A man makes profession of piety towards God, to deceive his 
fellow-creatures, to get himself a name, to advance his interest, 
that he may have an opportunity the better to practise the arts of 
detraction and persecution, and gratify his envy or his malice un- 
der pretence of zeal for the cause of God! Presumptuous wretch! 
Thou hast taken the opportunity which the imperfection of human 
laws afforded thee to defy the justice and the power of the 
Almighty. But though thou escape punishment here, yet God 
will bring thee into judgment, with every secret work, and then 
shalt thou receive according to thy wickedness. 

Thus it appears that there are many sins committed, and many 
sinful desires and tempers indulged, against which no human laws 
are made, and which are not punished in this world; but which, 
if God be just and true, shall be punished in the world to come. 

2. We find an argument for future punishment in the conscience 
of man. Man finds himself in the world and in a state of depen- 
dence. He acknowledges a supreme law; for he has a sense of 
right and wrong independently of his own will. He is either inno- 
cent or guilty; and that not only in the judgment of men, when 
the eyes of his fellow-creatures are upon him, but in his own 
conscience in secret, when no eye beholds him but the all-seeing 
eye of Jehovah. ‘Then it is that the sinner feels an inward sense 
or consciousness of guilt, and in spite of himself, trembles before 
his Lawgiver and Judge. 


“‘Deputed conscience scales 
The dread tribunal, and forestalls his doom ; 
Forestalls ; and by foresfalling, proves it sure. 
Why on himself should man void judgment pass ? 
Is idle nalure laughing at her sons ? 
Who conscience sent, her sentence will support,” 
And God above assert that God in man.”—Younre. 


3. Another argument for the future punishment of the wicked is 
built upon those passages of scripture which teach us that men 
may die in their sins, and that if they die in their sins where Christ 
is gone they cannot come; upon those which inform us that some 
have actually died 7 their a the oe a all those of 
whom the apostle Jude says, ¢ ertshed in atnsayt 
Korah ; aie those which inforts us that the Fiadaonine 4 
Sodom, Gomorrah, and the cities about them, are set forth for an 
example suffering the vengeance of eternal fire; and that it shall 
be more tolerable for these in the day of Judgment than for Ca- 
pernaum ; upon those which assure us that mankind shall be 
judged according to the deeds done in the body; which prove 
that men may die in their sins, and that there is no repentance 
after death: and finally, the certainty of future punishment is 
built upon all those passages of scripture which denounce damna- 
‘lon against the impenitent and unbelieving, and upon those which 
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describe that damnation as terrible in its nature, as it is fearfuj 
in its duration. 

4. Having mentioned the future judgment it may be proper to 
observe, that it affords a most striking proof of the certainty of 
future punishment ; for that is properly the time of retribution, 
when God shall render to every man according as his work shall 
be :—tribulation upon every soul of man that doeth evil. Though 
a day of judgment be denied by some, we believe with the poet 
Young, that it was “ the first in wisdom’s thought,” though “ the 
last in nature’s course.” ‘That there will be a day of judgment 
and retribution at some period after death, appears as certain as 
the express declaration of God’s word can make any thing. It is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment, Heb. 
ix. 27. God hath appointed a day in which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordavned, Acts 
xvil. 31. I charge thee, therefore, before God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead, at his ap- 
pearing, 2'Tim. iv. 1, And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God: and the books were opened, and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books, according to their 
works, Rev. xx. 11—15. But the heavens and the earth which 
are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire 
against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men, 2 Pet. 
Hl. 7. 

Many other passages equally express might be produced ; but 
I would observe in the words of Mr. Saurin, that “we do not 
rest the whole weight of the argument on any particular passages, 
but on the general design and scope of religion. If this method 
be adopted, it will soon appear, that the doctrine of a future judg- 
ment is contained in a manner clear and convincing, not only in 
the writings of apostles and evangelists, but also in the revelations, 
with which God honoured the patriarchs, many years before he 
gave a written law, Jude 14, 15. : 

“Yea, were we to allow, that we have no formal passages to 
produce, in which this truth was taught the ancient servants of 
God, (which we are very far from allowing,) we might still main- 
tain, that it was included in the genius of those revelations which 
were addressed to them. Jesus Christ taught us to reason. thus on 
the doctrine of future rewards, and we may fairly apply the same 
method to the doctrine of future punishments. The doctrine of 
future rewards is not contained in the formal terms, but in the 
general design of this promise, £ am the God of Abraham, Matt. 
xxii. 32. How splendid soever the condition of Abraham might 
have been, however abundant his riches, however numerous his 
servants, this promise proceeding from the mouth of God, [ am 
the God of Abraham, could not have been accomplished in the 
temporal prosperity of a man, who was dead, when the words 
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were spoken, and whom death should retain in durance. As 
_ God declared himself the God of Abraham, and as Abraham was 
dead, when he declared it, Abraham must necessarily rise again. 
And this is our Saviour’s reasoning,’ God is not the God of the 
dead: but of the living. - 

“Let us say the same of those punishments, which God has 
denounced against sin, in regard to those ancient sinners, of whom 
God declared himself the Judge; God is not the Judge of the 
dead : but of the living. The wicked, during this life, are often 
free from adversity ; but were they even miserable all the time oi 
their abiding on earth, their miseries would not sufficiently ex- 
press God’s hatred of sin. Asaph renders to divine justice only 
one part of its deserved homage, when he says, in order to justify 
it for tolerating some criminals, Surely thou didst set them in slip- 
pery places, thou castedst them down into destruction. How are 
they brought into desolation as in a moment! They are utterl 
consumed with terrors! As a dream, when one awaketh, so, 
Lord, thou shalt despise their image, Ps. Ixxiii. 18—20. No! the 
unexpected vicissitudes, that sometimes confound the devices 
of the wicked, the fatal catastrophies, in which we sometimes see 
them enveloped, the signal reverses of fortune, by which they are 
often precipitated from the highest elevation to the deepest dis- 
tress ; all these are too imperfect te verify those reiterated threat- 
enings, which the Judge of mankind denounced against primitive 
criminals, to teach them that he was a just avenger of sin. To 
display this fully there must be a resurrection and a judgment. 
In this manner, even supposing there were no formal passages in 
proof of future judgment, (which we do not allow,) the genius, 
the drift and scope of religion, would be sufficient to convince us 
of the truth of 1t.”* | : : 

To sum up the whole under this head, If there be a righteous - 
Governor and Judge of mankind, he will make a just distinction 
between the righteous and the wicked.’ But this distinction is 
not made in this life. Here the wicked are often seen in pros- 
perity. They are not tn trouble as other men; neither are they 
plagued like other men. But many are the afflictions of the right- 
eous. As far as it relates to this life, the balance is frequently 
against them. But it shall not always be so. The time is com- 
ing when God shall deliver them out of all their afflictions.— 
Then also shall the wicked be set in slippery places, they shall be 
cast down into destruction. How are they brought into desolation 
as in a moment! They are utterly consumed with terrors! As a 
dream, when one awaketh, so, O Lord, thow shali despise their 
wage. Qn the ground of future rewards and punishments we 
can justify the dispensations of Providence towards men in this 
life, and on no other. Give up this, and the divine dispensations 


* Saurin s Sermons, Vol. iii. pp. 254, 255. 



















































286 A DISCOURSE ON MATTHEW xxv. 46. 






become inexplicable. We cannot tell whether our heavenly 
Father is more pleased with a life of piety, or irreligion. A 
future retribution both of the righteous and the wicked, alone can 
resolve the difficulty attending the dispensations of providence in 
this world. g 





II. What, has been said is sufficient to show the certainty of 
future punishment, and I come, Secondly, to consider the duration 
of it. And this the Scriptures assert is everlasting, or eternal. 

Thus the text, These shall go away into everlasting punishment. 
At the 41st verse of this chapter we are told that the Judge will 
say to those on his left hand, Depart ye cursed, ito everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his mere Again: If thy hand 
or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: 1 ts 
better for thee to enter into life maimed, rather than having two 
hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire, Matt. xviii. 8.— 
And the devil that deceived them was cast in the lake of re and 
brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be 
tormented day and night for ever and ever. And the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever, Rev. xx. 10, and xiv. 11. 
St. Mark tells us, that he who blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost 
hath never forgiveness, but ts in danger of eternal damnation, chap. 
ili. 29. 

If, in these passages, the words everlasting, for ever, for ever 
and ever, and eternal, are to be taken literally, the future punish- 
ment of the wicked will be endless; and that they are thus to be 
taken will fully appear from the following considerations : 

1. This is their native signification. It is allowed by compe- 
petent judges on all sides, that the Greek word, from whieh these 
words are derived, signifies, in its true etymology, endless dura- 
tion. The late Dr. Huntington, though a believer in Universal 
Salvation, understood it in this sense. His words are, ‘‘ Does the 
Bible plainly say that sinners of mankind shall be damned to in- 
termmable punishment? It certainly does; as plainly as language 
can express, or any man, or even God himself can speak. It is 
quite strange to me, that some, who believe that all mankind shall 
in the end be saved, will trifle as they do with a few words, and 
most of all with the original words and its derivatives, translated 

for ever, &c. All the learned know that this word in the Greek, 
signifies an age, a long period, or interminable duration, according 
as the connected sense requires. They, therefore, who would 
deny that the endless damnation of sinners is fully ascertained in 
the word of God, are unfair in their reasonings and criticisms.”* 

2. These words are used, and they are the strongest the Bible 
employs, to express the proper eternity of God, and the endless 
happiness of the saints in glory; and we may as well say they 


* Calvinism Improved, pp. 47, 48. 
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express only a “period of duration, either longer or shorter,” 
when so applied, as when they are used to express the duration 
of future punishment. It is worthy of remark also, that in the 
verse of which the text is a part, the same word is used in the 
Greek to express the duration of the punishment of the wicked, 
as is used to express the duration of the happiness of the righteous. 

Here, besides the radical meaning of the word, we have the 
sense which the construction of the sentence gives it: so that 
whatever be its meaning in one case, must be its meaning in the 
other: If it mean any thing less than eternal when applied to 
the punishment of the wicked, it must mean: less than eternal 
when applied to the happiness of the righteous. 

3. It is further evident that the word everlasting means strictly 
without end, because it is used at the day of judgment to express 
the duration of punishment, without any note of time to limit its 
signification. ‘Then the scenes of time shall all be closed. Then 
the scheme of God, with respect to mankind, shall be finished, the 
mediatorial kingdom given up to the Father, and the states of all 
mankind unalterably fixed. ‘Then he that 1s holy shall be holy still, 
and he that ts filthy shall be filthy still. ‘The wicked shall then 
look forward to eternity, as to an unbounded sea, without the least 
intimation on which thought can light or hope rest, that their pun- 
ishment will ever come to an end. On this account it is, that the 
sentence passed at that time, is by the apostle called eternal 
judgment, Heb. vi. 2. 

4. Against this sense of the words for ever, everlasting, &c., I 
know of but one objection that has any weight in it, and that is 
taken from the application of these words, in several places, to 
temporal things. Bat this objection will be found’ to have little 
weight in it, when it is observed that a word meaning strictly 
without end, may be accommodated to temporal things, and used 
to express an unknown period, “either longer or shorter.” But 
if these words mean any thing less than endless duration, they 
cannot be applied to eternal things, because they cannot express 
them. Besides, we have an infallible rule to determine the mean- 
ing of these words when applied to different things. ‘The apostle 
tells us, that the things which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal, 2 Cor. iv. 18. Here we are taught, 
that the things—all things without exception, which are not seen— 
which are spiritual, belonging to the future state, are eternal: and 
this must mean eternal in the strict sense of the word, because 
they are opposed to the things which are temporal_—How danger- 
ous, then, must that hope be which rests on no other foundation 
than the supposition that the future punishment will come to an 
end, because these words are sometimes accommodated to tem- 
poral things! 

5. Another argument for the everlasting punishment of the 
wicked is taken from two considerations; the first of which is, 
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that sin deserves such a punishment; the second, that God will 
render to the sinner his due. Concerning the latter of these points 
there can be no dispute with those who believe the word of God; 
for it is therein declared, and that repeatedly, that God will ren- 
der to every man according to their deeds, whether they be good or 
bad. This even the asserters of Universal Salvation do not dis- 
pute. But then some of them say that this is done in the present 
life. ‘The absurdity of this, however, we have shown by the ar- 
guments which prove the certainty of future punishment. Others 
teach that the finally impenitent shall receive, in a future state, all 
that their crimes deserve, and then shall be saved. But this sen- 
timent is encumbered with many difficulties. For this would be 
salvation without pardon and without grace. Most certainly he 
who suffers all the punishment he deserves is entitled to his sal- 
vation upon the score of justice and equity, and is in no degree 
beholden to the grace of God for it. Others again hold that the 
future state is a state of probation, and that the punishment of the 
wicked will produce repentance, and terminate in their moral pu- 
rification and salvation. It seems to be essential to all these 
different schemes to maintain that neither sin, nor. the punishment 
of sin, is in any sense infinite. If, therefore, it can be shown that 
sin is an evil of that kind that deserves everlasting punishment, 
and that it shall be punished as it deserves, it will clearly follow 
that the future punishment will be everlasting. : 

It is generally contended by the advocates for Universal Salva- 
tion, that sin is a finite evil because it is the “act of a finite crea- 
ture’”—“the effect of finite principles, passions and appetites,” 
and “the fault of a finite life.” If by a “ finite life,” is meant 
our short life in this world, it is admitted that sin is the “ fault of 
a finite life;” but then I observe that the criminality of sin is 
wholly independent of the circumstance of time. Frequently the 
greatest crimes are committed ina moment. The objection also 
regards man as finite with respect to the magnitude of his powers 
and capacities. This is admitted; but at the same time it is con- 
tended that there is a sense in which he is strictly infinite, viz. 
with respect to his «mmortality. Here then is a sense in which 
sin is infinite, as corresponding with the infinite duration, or im- 
mortality of man. This is the foundation on which everlasting 
punishment rests, and not on the degree or magnitude of sin. 
And thus while every sin deserves everlasting punishment, there 
is room to vary that punishment in degree, so as to make it cor- 
respond exactly with the degrees of criminality found in the dif- 
ferent actions and tempers of men. 

This being premised, it will not be difficult to prove that sin 1s 
an infinite evil, and that it shall be punished with an infinite or 
everlasting punishment. 

1. Sin is the violation of an infinite law, and contempt of infi- 
lite authority. The law of God is the eternal rule of right, and 
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binds man to perpetual or everlasting obedience. It will then 
follow that the transgression of the divine law is an infinite offence, 
because it is the violation of infinite or everlasting obligation. 
He who breaks the law of God can never repair the breach; and 
if the sentence of the law be executed upon him, he is consigned 
to everlasting punishment. Thus when a man commits treason - 
or murder, he forfeits his life, and with that all the privileges of a 
citizen, and puts it out of his power for ever, to obey the laws of 
his country. Nor would future obedience, if he could perform it, 
atone for his past crime. No doubt many a murderer would be 
glad to compromise with the law upon condition of future obe- 
dience: but then if a compromise be allowed it must be through 
the mercy of the government, and not by any claim which the 
murderer has in justice. z 

This is clearly illustrated in the case of our first parents... When 
they transgressed, they fell; nor could they of themselves, have 
recovered what they then lost. They also put it out of their 
power to perform the obedience-which the law required: and had 
not mercy intérposed they would have been cut off on the day they 
transgressed, and consigned to everlasting punishment. To say 
otherwise would be to ascribe their salvation to themselves, and 
not to the grace of God. But the apostle has decided: this point 
when he says, The wages of sin is death: but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord, Rom. vi. 23... The 
death here must be eternal, because it is opposed to eternal life: 
otherwise the opposition is destroyed. Eternal death is the wages 
of sin; and nothing could remove’ it but the free, undeserved gift 
of God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. ' 

2. Sin is the abuse of infinite goodness, and is therefore infi- 
nitely base and criminal. God is the Being supremely good. 
And wherefore did God create man? Not in wrath, but in love; 
that he might have creatures capable of participating in his own 
felicity. Behold, how the goodness of God is displayed in the 
works of creation, providence and grace!—Sin is the abuse of all 
this goodness. The carnal mind ts enmity against God: it ts not 
subject to the law, neither indeed can be. The sinner refuses to 
pay homage to the God of the universe. He refuses him the 
gratitude which is due to the author of every good and perfect 
gift. He refuses to acknowledge bim ‘as his King and Saviour. 
He practically says, I know not the Lord, neither will I obey his 
voice. He turns his back upon him, shuts his ears against his 
calls, and insolently complains that he is a hard master. He 
makes no more account of redeeming mercy than of creating 
goodness. It is written, God so loved the world that he gave his 
only-begotten Son ; that whosoever believeth in him might not per- 
ish but have everlasting life. But he will hardly give his attention 
for a moment to the divine declaration. The sentiments implied 
therein do not affect him in the least. He sees no beauty in the 
Saviour that he should desire him. 

Vou. VI. 37 
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This conduct appears to those who have duly. considered it, 
infinitely base and criminal; and hence many have ascribed to 
sin a magnitude equal to that of the goodness and mercy abused. 
This at first sight, would seem correct. There is some truth in 
the axiom which has been laid down, that the criminality of an 
action increases in proportion with the superiority of him who is 
the object of it, ee with the magnitude of that goodness which 
is abused. How far this reasoning is true in theory, I cannot 
determine ; but that it is true to a great extent we cannot doubt. 
This gives to sin a magnitude beyond our comprehension, and 
therefore it is called infinite. But it is sufficient for my present 
purpose to consider the mercy and goodness of God as infinite in 
duration, and as designed to make his creatures everlastingly 
happy: and then the unavoidable inference will be, that the 
abuse of that goodness is an evil infinite in the same sense, and 
deserving everlasting punishment. 

3. Sin is the refusal of eternal life, and must therefore deserve 
eternal death, or everlasting punishment. Sinners reject the 
council of God, and put eternal life from them. ‘They neglect 
that great salvation which was obtained by the blood of Christ, 
and is freely offered to them in the gospel. This renders it pe- 
culiarly just that they should be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power. The sin in this case must be as great as the blessing re- 
fused ; and as the blessing refused is everlasting life, the wages, 
or desert of that refusal, must be everlasting death. The conse- 
quence cannot fail. It is as certain as that the beggar who re- 
fuses the offer of food and hospitable entertainment, deserves to 
go hungry and cold, and shall suffer all the evils of his own obsti- 
nacy ;—as certain as that the sick person who refuses medicine, 
shall die for his temerity. 

In the conduct of the sinner who refuses eternal life on the 
terms of the gospel, is found all the stupidity and foolhardiness 
of slighting his own mercies; all the baseness of ingratitude; all the 
criminality of presumption and rebellion against the Supreme 
Ruler of the universe ; and this by a creature destined to exist 

for ever, though repeatedly instructed and admonished of the 
danger of his conduct! 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


ED J 
Biography. 
— 
MEMOIR OF MISS ELIZABETH PECK. 


Tue following short account of the conversion of Miss 
EvizaBETH Peck, was written by herself. 

‘*T was born in the town of Danbury, Conn. July 22, 1792. 

When I was two years of age, my parents removed to the town 
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of Middlefield, Otsego county, N. Y. where I spent about twenty 
years of my life. Here 1 wasted the morning of life, and expe- 
rienced the decay of youthful vigour, through a lingering sickness. 
My parents were religious and brought up their childrep strictly 
moral, teaching them to attend public worship at least once a 
week, which was the means, under God, of so enlightening m 
understanding,. that since my first remembrance I have been fol- 
lowed with serious impressions relative to a future state. Soon 
did I learn that my happiness hereafter depended on the right 
use of the means of grace put into my hands. I was therefore 
induced to form many resolutions to become pious, but would 
soon find my resolutions not sufficiently grounded to. withstand 
the allurements of the world and the vanity of my youthful mind. 
For being fond of gay company and amusements, my heart was 
often betrayed into sin, which in my moments .of reflection” 
caused me to lament the depravity of my heart, and the incon- 
stancy of my zeal for the salvation of my soul. At the age of 
sixteen I joined a singing school. As I possessed a tolerable 
voice and a great taste for music, I made considerable proficiency. 
But though the diversion in itself was innocent and improving, 
the general spirit of the company which it introduced me into, 
was such as served to draw my mind from serious things. But 
blessed be God for his awakening mercy, which pursued me 
closely, and sometimes in dreams and visions of the night. One 
of which cannot be easily erased from my memory. I thought 
that one of my companions at school was taken sick with the 
typhus fever, and I with several others went to visit him. We 
found him just expiring in the most frightful appearance, and in 
all the horrors of a guilty conscience. This awful scene so 
alarmed me that I awoke. The sensation was so strongly im- 
pressed upon my mind, that I thought I had taken the fever from 
him, and so fancied myself sick. This, with conviction for my 
ast disobedience rolling upon me, so depressed my spirits that 
t left school. And so it fell out,.even as I dreamed. In a few 
days poor J. C. was violently seized with the gr fever, which 
in about two weeks terminated in his death. few days before 
which, I was called to go with some friends to see him, I started 
in haste not thinking of my dream until I opened the door. 
When in an instant all the affair was opened to my mind. I 
looked around and saw every circumstance exactly as I dreamed. 
The weeping friends with the departing son bereft of his reason, 
and without hope in Christ. _My feelings were now harrowed up 
anew. I also took the fever, and soon became sick in reality. 
Means however were blessed so that the fever found a crisis be- 
fore it run to its common height. But oh! how can I paint the 
anxiety of my mind. It far exceeded my bodily distress. The 
desperate case of the young man was constantly before me. [| 
fancied I could see his dreadful situation and hear him ‘upbraid 
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rie in language like this: ‘You have Christian parents and every 
‘spiritual advantage, but alas! how striking the contrast between 
us! I have been early taught to make a jest of religion, and break 
the commands of God. Why did you not tell me better?’ I was 
now brought ittto a strait. I strove to look to God for pardoning 
mercy; but such crowds of temptations pressed me on every 
hand, that I was almost prevented raising one desire to heaven, 
In this state of mind I continued for several months. A certain 
passage of scripture lay with much weight upon my mind. ‘For 
which of you intending to build a tower sittéth not down first, 
and counteth the cost whether he be able to finish it.’ These 
words were opened, and set home to my heart. I thought thata 
tower must cost much labour, and it would be necessary to col- 
lect a sufficient quantity of materials fit for the purpose, and then 
to choose a good situation on a firm foundation. ‘The application 
was obvious. I found that my mind was carnal and sold under 
sin. A great work lay before me, and until it was accomplished, 
1 should be exposed to destruction from the incursions of my 
enemies. In short, that I must have an ‘interest in Christ, to the 
expense of all my pride and self-righteousness—That I must be 
careful to build on the sure foundation, or the winds and the 
floods would prove destruction, and all my labour be -in vain. 
Thus did I try to count the cost. In retrospecting my life I found 
that it had been filled up with disappointment, and that my mas- 
ter whom I had served, had but illy paid me for all my toil and 
pain. At length I learned that a Camp-meeting was to be held 
in the town of Munden about ten miles distant. I had heard 
much of such meetings, though never witnessed any for myself. 
It appeared to me that I ought to attend—that if I did it was 
probable that I should see or hear something that would prove a 
consolation to my mind. Accordingly I attended; and found the 
order of the meeting good. The preaching and praying came 
like thunder to my soul; and instead of wearing away the disease, 
seemed to make it still more burdensome and afflictive, until 4 
concluded that it was high time wholly to lay down the weapons 
of my rebellion, and venture upon Christ, the rock of my salva- 
tion. Although this seemed exceedingly difficult, yet as nothing 
short could possibly save me from the rage of a guilty conscience 
and the wrath of God—trembling, sick and wounded as I was, 
being slain by the law and every way cut off—resolving if | 
must perish to perish at the feet of a crucified Saviour, I plead: 
Gracious Heaven! permit me, éven me to approach thee. And 
in this critical period, when my heart laboured under a load in- 
tolerable to be borne, between hope and fear, I raised my feeble 
heart if happily 1 might see Jesus with a token of peace. And 
Oh! who can tell the joy of my heart when suddenly I viewed 
him by faith swaying the golden sceptre within my reach. In- 
stead of finding him at so great a distance as I imagined, 1 found 
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him near at hand, speaking peace to my soul; saying, go in 

eace and sin no more. Glory to God for redeeming goodness. 
Aly soul exults in the recollection of that triumphant hour, when 
my sorrow was turned into joy- 

‘Thus I continued praying and praising, until it pleased the 
Lord to manifest his love to me in showing me the frailty of 
human nature, by visiting me with a lingering fever, the effects 
of which no doubt will follow me down to the shades of the silent 
tomb. This affliction, I humbly trust, has measurably answered 
the design of Providence. He who knows my proneness to wan- 
der, knows also what would terminate in my good. This state 
of debility has served to wean my affections from this fading 
world, and place them on things heavenly and sablime.” 

The affliction which she mentions was a nervous fever, which 
left her in a state of debility, and occasioned: a weakness of the 
stomach of which she never found a radical cure. She spent one 
season at Ballston springs. The use of the water and the warm 
bath, afforded her much relief, but did not wholly restore her : 
yet she was generally abfe to attend to some useful employment, 
which did not require very great exertions. She did not fail to 
improve this affliction to the best advantage. Ever after its com- 
mencement she let go her hold on the world, and as she ceased 
to expect happiness from it, so she ceased to conform to its max- 
ims and principles. She lived with a constant reference to the 
world of spirits. While she enjoyed intimate communion with 
God, she gave the fullest evidence for several years that she was 
a subject of oe grace, though her deep humility prevented 
her making many professions of it. This grace supported her un- 
der all the troubles of life, and gave her a pleasing hope of im- 
mortality in the hour of death. . 

All the letters, excepting one, that are in my possession, were 
written to me. The earliest of which, is dated Feb. 2, 1817. 
In this she observes: “ You will please pardon me, my dear 
brother, if I go on a little farther and inform you, that while I 
have been reviewing my past reflections, I have not forgotten to 
apply a share of them to myself. 

“I have found by experience that there is no better way for 
me to live than to be a sincere beggar at the feet of Jesus. To 
sit in the dust, and if possible, get lower still and learn of Christ, 
to be meek and lowly in heart. 1 often find my heart impressed 
with a sense of the danger of an almost Christian, and think what 
a pity it would be to well nigh reach heaven, and for want of a 
little more faith and good works, to be cast off. Oh! that God» 
would revive his work in my heart, and enable me to be a Chriss 
tian in the fullest sense of the word. I do thank the Lord fo 
the measure of his Spirit which I have enjoyed of late. But f 
still feel the want of a more intimate union with God. I sigh in 
pain for living bread. I long for your prayers day and night, 
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that I may be faithful to the are already given, and happily 


meet you with all the Israel of God to praise him to all eternity,” 


“ November, 1817. 
‘‘T shall now proceed to inform you of my exercises on the 
subject of professors of religion viewing the world. I think | 
never had such inferior views of what is called the riches of the 
world, as I have at present. I see nothing here worthy of my 
affections. Every thing I behold preaches loudly to me, saying, 
‘Be diligent in doing thy work, for ere long thou wilt be called 
to thy long home.’ And considering the adversity through which 
I am at present and shall continue to be called to pass, I do fee! 
that if it should please God, it would be far better for me ‘to de- 
part, believing that I should certainly rest with the people of 
God. Oh! for some guardian angel to convey my spirit to a 
happier clime, while the grave kindly opens to receive my mortal 
body, until the morning of the resurrection. How gladly would 
I resign myself to its bosom. But all the days of my appointed 
time will I wait till my change come. ©& 
“JT am yours with much respect, 


‘** Hamilton, Nov. 11, 1818: 


‘“¢ How sweet the intercourse where hearts agree, 
Thought meeting thought in perfect harmony ; 
Whilst here our hearts agree in truth and love, 
We share in part the bliss of saints above.” 

‘But I find my trembling hand too weak to paint our former 
friendship either in verse or prose. And may I not say with pro- 
priety that the same is still existing between us, although we are 
separated at present by many miles. And were it possible for 
me to exchange this opportunity for verbal intercourse, how 
quickly would I lay aside my pen and tell you all my heart. 

‘“ My mind is constantly employed in making observations as I 
pass from scene to scene, and I conclude from the whole that it 
is a matter of the greatest importance that I act up to the dignity 
of my character as a moral agent, filling up the rounds of duty 
during my short co-partnership with flesh and blood; and that ! 
consider who hath placed me here, and for what end I am sent 
into this world of discipline and trial; and whether I have found 
my particular allotment on this stage, and am acting the rational 
part, where angels and men and the Great God, are my specta- 
tors. Ah! what shall Ido to secure the favour of the King Eter- 
nal? Or how can such depraved creatures ever drink in his pre- 
_ sence? Should we give*ur goods to feed the poor, or our bodies 
to be burned, without charity we are nothing. It is love that 
‘unites the soul to God, and induces unfeigned obedience to his 
Taw. Oh! for more love to God and man, that I may be ena- 
bled to accomplish the business of life, and finish my course in 
peace. ; 
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‘© We have just received your kind letter, and are all muclr 
pleased to hear of your health and of the prosperity of Zion. Bless 
the Lord for what he has done for us as a family. When I reflect 
upon the goodness of God to us ward, I am lost in astonishment, 
and am ready to fall prostrate at his feet and offer oblations of 
praise and thanksgiving to God for all his benefits. It is my 

rayer that God may prosper you—the secret closet, the grove, 
and the field, witness to my prayers in your behalf. But I for- 
bear, lest I should weary your patience with my long story. 
*¢ Still yours, &c. 


“ Hamilton, October 31, 1819. 


93 





“ To Mrs. Mary Peck, 


“IT am a soldier enlisted under the King Eternal, to fight 
against the powers -of darkness. It is nine years since I have 
been intrusted with the spiritual weapons of the Christian war- 
fare, in which time I have been enabled to gain many glorious 
victories to the confusion of the armies of the aliens. And bless 
the Lord, time is swiftly rolling. And this mudwall cottage 
being under the pressure of continual disorder, beaten with winds 
and storms will soon fall and return to the dust. .Then I shall 
have no need of this spiritual armour, but shall rest from my la- 
bours. And in the morning of the resurrection I humbly trust, 
that he who has led oe captive will raise unworthy me to 
sound an eternal anthem of praise to God for redeeming good- 
ness; where I shall meet my beloved Christian friends and rela- 
tives with the Israel of God, 

“ Yours, &c. ee”? 


“ Hamilton, May 13, 1821. 
“ My dear Brother and Sister, 


“ After much anxiety of mind respecting you, we received 
your letter, which afforded us a degree of consolation, especially 
to learn from it that your health is improving. ‘Truly health is 
the greatest earthly blessing heaven is pleased to bestow upon us. 
From experience | am prepared to condole with those who are 
deprived of good health. They are unable, without a great deal 
of grace, to relish the enjoyments of life, or to have correct views 
of their situation. The spirits becoming depressed, earth wears 
a gloomy aspect, and the miseries of human life are presented to 
the mind with their melancholy train of woes, and if not checked 
in the first stage, it soon terminates in a derangement of the be- 
lieving faculties and causes us to entertain erroneous views of 
things. To have just views of myself and the objects around me 
appears important. I wish not to rate things too high or too low. 
Either of those errors is attended with embarrassments. I want 
to be able to say in prosperity and adversity, that “none of these 
things meve me.” I desire to be regulated by the gospel rule in 
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all my conduct through life, so that my being on earth prove uot 
in vain to myself, nor a prejudice to others. 

“Tt is a dull.time in religion among us, the people are careless 
about their souls or secure on an old hope. There has been a 
great deal of sickness, and several deaths in our town. - But 
through divine goodness we have escaped with a few accidents, 
which, no doubt, are hints for us to prepare for greater events. 
Oh! my brother, I feel the need of being like an evergreen whose 
jeaves wither not in time of drought or frost. I feel to give glory 
to God for the movings of his Spirit on my heart while | write. 
I do expect ere long to meet my dear friends in a more delight- 
ful country, where our songs of praise will be eternally without 
iterruption. 

“‘T should say much more, but the bearer of this is waiting. I 
must just remind you that it has been a great while since we have 
seen you, and we are looking forward to the time of the Con- 
ference, hoping then to receive a visit from you. I hope you 


will not fail. 
“Yours, &c. —” 


: “Hamilton, Nov. 14, 1822. 
“ My very dear Brother and Sister, 


‘With a trembling hand and heart, I attempt to give you 
information of the late afflictive Providence in our family, hoping 
you are prepared by. grace to receive the tidings of sorrow and 
grief, and yet of joy and gladness. Death has entered our dwell- 
ing!!! Mary, our sister, has just taken her everlasting flight to 
the skies. We should be glad to have you come and mourn with 
us, and if possible, comfort us. But | forbear enlargement, and 


shut up my feelings within my own breast. 
* Yours, &c. —” 


Our dear sister spent the forepart of last summer with us. 
During which time, her conduct and conversation afforded suffi- 
cient evidence, that she was fast ripening for heaven and immor- 
tal happiness. She returned home the first of August. After 
which it was observed by the family, that she conversed on the 
subjects of death and eternity, with unusual freedom and interest. 
The following lines she repeated and sung so frequently, even 
while about her daily employment, that it was remarked by seve- 
ral not belonging to the family. 

“‘ Let this vain world engage no more, 
Behold the opening tomb ; 


It bids us use the present hour, 
To-morrow death may come.” 


On the death of her sister, (as may be observed in the last letter) 
her feelings were considerably excited. This letter was written 
but a few moments after the event happened, while her heart 
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was bleeding with the wound occasioned by the departure of one 
of her dearest earthly friends. But she soon recollected herself, 
and became resigned to the will of Providence. When her sister 
was interred, she fell upon her knees by the side of the grave, 
and continued in this posture for some minutes, lifting up her 
heart to God in silent adoration and praise. But the malignant 
fever which carried off Mary, continued its ravages in the family. 
Previous to her being attacked herself, several were brought down 
to the borders of the grave. She spared no attention or labour. 
She even seemed to go beyond herself, forgetting the weakness 
of her constitution. For one of her brothers she felt a peculiar 
degree of anxiety. When his life was almost wholly despaired 
of by all, she brought his case to the Lord. She besought God 
to give him to his parents a little longer, to comfort-them in their 
declining years. Many were the petitions which she offered up 
to God upon her knees by his bedside. And here it was that she 
was first seized with the fits of ague, which warned her of an at- 
tack of the fever. At first she was almost unwilling. to give up, 
and he seemed lost by this means, as others she thought more 
needy would be neglected. ‘Though her symptoms were not very 
alarming till two days before her death, yet she calculated but 
little upon recovering. I was with her several days in her sick- 
ness, and she informed me that she thought it not probable that 
she should ever recover. ‘Though such was the state of.the 
family by this time, every one sick (eight in all) the case of some — 
very doubtful, if not quite desperate. Knowing that such intel- 
ligence would create great uneasiness in her afflicted friends, 
which would very much distract her own feelings, besides being an 
injury to them, she made no such professions openly, but seemed 
to labour hard to conceal the real state of her case. But this could 
not be done long. In about eight days after she was taken, her 
disorder took a very unfavourable turn, inflammation suddenly 
taking place it was soon dreaded that she must die. As she saw 
herself hastening to the place appointed for all living, her mind was 
in perfect peace. If she manifested any anxiety of mind at all, it 
was on account of the effect that her death would have on her sur- 
viving friends. ‘I haye no doubt,” said she, “but it will be well 
with me, and I have never seen a time since I experienced reli- 
gion, but if I had have been called to die, I believe I should have 
been happy. But I fear that my death with what has already 
befallen them, will be more than my aged parents will be able to 
bear.” Being inquired of, whether she thought she was about 
to leave the world, she answered, “ Yes; and glory heaves in 
view.” As she continued to fail, and experienced a great diffi- 
culty in breathing, she requested one of her friends to “ pray 
that she might have some relief before she died.” She soon 
closed her eyes on all things below the sun, and raised her heart 
to heaven, her house—her home; and when she could not articu- 
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late a word so as to be heard, she whispered her prayers and 
praises, and her lips were observed to move until her breath 
ceased. ‘She died on the 30th of Nov. 1822, after walking 
twelve years in the ways of obedience to her heavenly Master, 
with but ten days illness, in the 31st year of her age, in hopes of 
immortality. She fell to rise—she died to live for ever. 

In the character of our departed sister, we shall, I think, see 
something worthy of our imitation. She had a strong desire to 
be useful. And as her employment, some part of every year for 
several years, was teaching a school, she had an extensive op- 
portunity of teaching the youth, the principles of morality and 
religion. This oppertunity she did not fail to improve, always 
praying in her school once a day, and giving such advice to her 
scholars, and imposing such restrictions upon them, as would tend 
to form their minds to virtue and happiness. She possessed the 
principles of government to a greater degree than is common, 
and was very successful in managing:the affairs of her school. 

In her intercourse with her fellow creatures, she endeavoured 
always to act consistently with the dignity of her professien. She 
was serious to a degree that commanded respect, and yet her 
sociability enabled her to make herself agreeable in conversation. 
Her counsel was generally safe, and her reproofs salutary. They 
were always so seasoned with the pious effusions of her heart, 
that they rarely failed of a favourable reception. Her pious ex- 
amples, and her godly admonitions will long ‘be remembered, 
especially by her family connections. 

She prayed without ceasing. Nothing prevented her visiting 
her closet at her stated times. Often she visited it many times 
inaday. She watched over her spirit, words, and actions. By 
grace she was enabled to rule her own spirit, and even to con- 
quer herself, which “is better than to take a city.” For several 
years she made it a rule to fast every Friday. This she found 
a great means of spiritual improvement. She possessed that deep 
humility whose language is, : 

“* Make me little and unknown, 
Loved and prized by God alone.” 
She laboured to shun every appearance of ,pride, in her manners 
and dress. Her Christian patience was remarkable. Though for 
several years she laboured under the pressure of bodily infirmi- 
ties, she never murmured ; but patiently suffered the will of God, 
in hopes of receiving the promises. Her zeal and Christian dili- 
gence, furnished an example to others who were in other re- 
spects her superiors. She diligently attended all the means of 
grace. The house of God was her home; in it she took great 
delight. She frequently overcame great difficulties in attending 
places of worship, desiring never to be absent when it was p0s- 
sible for her to attend. She diligently read the Holy Scriptures, 
and laboured to understand them. Though her reading was con- 
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siderably extensive, yet the Bible was her principal book. She 
took it with her to her closet, and while employed with her nee~ 
dle she often kept it by her side, and would frequently read small 
portions, as she said, to assist her meditations. But her zeal fot 
the salvation of souls, induced her to use everyyproper means, 
both public and private, to save sinners. Her public pgayers and 
exhortations have, in various instances, been made the means of 
conviction to the wicked. The broken hearted penitent particu- 
larly interested her attention; she was ready to take such by the 
hand and lead them to Jesus Christ, who makes the wounded 
whole. 

Finally—She cultivated with assiduous care the peculiar virtues 
and graces which adorn her sex, wearing as her chief ornament, 
that * meek and quiet spirit, which ts in the sight of God of great 
price. 

nD Fie 


Scripture i\ustrated. 


Brom the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine. 
REMARKS ON THE IMPORT OF THE WORD ¥YYXH, IN MATT. XVI. 26. 





Ir has been sometimes contended, that the word wvxn, “soul,” 
in this passage, should be rendered “life:”—“ What is a man 
profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own life ; 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his life.” Leet the fol- 
lowing reasons for preferring the common translation be carefully 
considered. 

1. The substitution of the word “life,” for “soul,” and the 
referring of the whole passage to the loss of temporal existence, 
evidently takes away all the sublimity ofthe doctrine. It degrades 
this portion of Scripture from the rank it was before thought to 
hold, as a truth of the most momentous import, as well as of the 
most vivid and convincing clearness; and reduces it to the level 
of a mere truism, of which neither the force nor propriety is 
very apparent. 

2. It is at variance with the scope of the preceding discourse, 
in which the Savfour exhorts his disciples to undervalue life itself, 
when it comes in competition with their allegiance to him. But 
nothing can be more foreign to this purpose, than to represent hu- 
man life as of the greatest earthly importance. 

3. It is equally at variance with what follows; “ For the Son 
oF Man shall come in the glory of his Farner,—and then shall 
he reward every man according to his works.” That there ought 
to be a connexion between this reference to a future judgment, and 
the loss of that valuable possession mentioned before, under the 
name of vx, is plain from the use of the conjunction yag, “for.” 
his connexion immediately appears, if we understand the pre- 
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ceding words as intended to point out the value of “ the soul ;” 
but it defies all common ingenuity to see any connexion, if the 
word be translated “life.” | 
In justice to the subject, it should be observed, that what has 
induced some,Critics to hesitate concerning the meaning of this 
assage, appears to be, (1.) That the Greek word Lvyn, in the 
Seer cstaawomt, has often the meaning of “life.” But this can 
prove nothing, because, at least as often, it signifies the soul, the 
spiritual part of our nature. (2.) It must be allowed, that the 
same word is properly rendered ‘“dife,” in close connexion with 
the passage under consideration; viz. in the 25th verse, ‘* Who- 
ever will save his life, )vyzv, shall lose it.” But in reply, it may 
be said, that even in the 25th verse there is, in all probability, an 
intimation of the two-fold meaning of the word. It may be para- 
phrased thus :—‘ Whoever, by sinful compliances, in times of 
persecution, will save his life, env puxyv avrov, shall lose, avrny [rm 
vxnv, taken in its more solemn meaning,] his soul.” No great 
stress need be laid on this interpretation. It is not necessary to 
the argument; but it appears to express what actually occurred. 
It seems to me more probable than the supposition that the un- 
faithful disciples of Christ should, through their apostasy, lose 
their lives by the very means which they used to preserve them. 
Apostasy, we know, was, in general, the preservation of the life, 
but the loss of the soul. A 
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The Grace of God Manifested. 





To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 
Dear BretHReEnN, 


By inserting the following short memoir in your useful 
Magazine, you will confer a favour on the friends of the deceased, 
and oblige one of your subscribers. Revsen Tucker. 


Miss Nancy Spears, daughter of William and Isabella Spears, 
was a native of Ireland. When she was about six ‘years of age, 
her parents set out with their children, seven in*humber, as emi- 
grants to America. Jt pleased God on their passage to remove 
her father from tliis to another world; but the mother and chil- 
dren were mercifully conducted safe to land, at Charleston, from 
whence they removed to Camden, South-Carolina, where they 
settled themselves. We have no particular account of Nancy, 
until about the year 1809, when, under the influence of Methodist 
preaching, she became the subject of awakening grace. She 
now saw plainly that without an interest in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
she was for ever undone. With a broken heart she sought Him 
whom her soul desired to love; and having fled for refuge to lay 
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hold on the hope set before her, she was enabled to believe to 
the saving of her soul; and “being justified by faith, she had peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,” and was able to “give 
a reason of the hope that was within her:” which peace and 
hope, it is believed, she never lost. She immediately cast her 
lot with the people of God, among whom she found “ Him of 
whom Moses in the law, and the prophets did write ;”’ and she 
continued a useful and respectable member to the close of her 
life. Although she was very young when she embraced the 
cross of Christ in exchange for the pleasures of the world, she 
exhibited in all her Christian course, a uniform and exemplary 
conduct ; she was a constant, humble ie a in the house of 
her God, and a faithful attendant on all. the means of grace. 
While in health she cleaved unto the Lord, and_in her sickness 
she departed not from her God. She said, “it is the Lord,” and 
“shall I receive good at his hands and not evil?” And espe- 
cially, when “these light afflictions which are but for a moment, 
will work for me a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
Glory.” Some time in the year 1821, she became somewhat 
indisposed ; and her friends thought, that they could discover in 
her complaint, the symptoms of a consumption. But she feared 
not death, for she knew in whom she had believed, and that to 
be with Christ would be far better. She still frequented the 
house of the Lord, constantly using all the means of grace; and 
it was evident, that her treasure was in Heaven, for her heart was 
there; and she acted in all things in reference to eternity. Her 
friends looked at her as a departing saint, while she appeared 
actively engaged in preparing for her exit, without seeming to 
know it. She had the best of medical aid, together with every 
necessary attention; but to little purpose. 

Some time about the middle of January, 1823, she came to 
Mr. H. Abbot’s of a me whose wife and daughter are mem- 
bers#of the church. Here she expected to stay a few days only, 
but contrary to her expectations, she continued until her Master 
said, “It is enough, come up higher.” Here I found her a few 
days after my arrival in the station, and but a few days previous 
to her leaving the world. At our first interview, I spoke to her 
freely and closely as to her Christian experience, her views of 
the plan of salvation, and her hopes of Heaven. ‘To all of which 
she answered prompily and correctly, building all her expecta- 
tions on Christ and Him only. She appeared perfectly resigned 
to the divine will; but did not seem to apprehend that her disso- 
lution was very near. A little after this her disease took an un- 
favourable change; and when I called to see her again, I found 
her rapidly sinking into the arms of death; but she still told me 
that ali was well—that all was perfectly clear. We read, sung 
and prayed, all of which she appeared to enjoy very much. She 
now, for the first time, seemed to consider her dissolution as near 
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at hand; and accordingly made arrangements with respect to her 
temporal affairs. After which, she said her mind was much re- 
lieved; that she had nothing to do but to wait the coming of her 
Saviour. In this happy state of mind, she passed the afterpart 
of the day, speaking to all that came in of the victory which she 
was about to obtain, and of the glory that should follow. The 
sensibilities of her soul seemed all alive to the obligations which 
the mercy of God, and the kind attentions of her friends, espe- 
cially during her afflictions, had imposed on her; and she delayed 
not to make the best returns that was then in her power. She re- 
quested that Mr. Abbott might be invited into the room, to whom, 
after pouring forth the warmest effusions of a grateful heart for 
his kindness, she gave an impressive exhortation, entreating him 
with more than human energy, to seek the salvation of his soul. 
Having thus arranged her business, and discharged a duty which 
she felt binding on her, she lay apparently easy, and waited pa- 
tiently until between nine and ten o’clock in the evening, when 
amidst her friends she fell asleep in the arms of Jesus. 

~ Thus lived and died, our dear sister Nancy, on the 2d of April, 
having devoted the best part of her life to the service of God. 
She was the dutiful child, the true friend, and the humble, pious 
Christian; and though dead she will long live in the affections 
of those who knew her, and who, with many tears, followed her 
to the silent tomb. | 
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Miscellaneous. 
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For the Methodist Magazine. 


IMPORTANCE OF STUDY TO A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. 
(Concluded from page 267.) ° 


Taxine for granted that you are complying, as far as your 
circumstances will admit, with the advice with which we com- 
menced, namely writing upon some theme every day, we will 
take the liberty, by way of conclusion, to suggest a few things, 
which may assist you in the further prosecution of your studies. 
In the first place, then, do not depend too much upon books. 
Collect, indeed, all the information you can from books and from 
conversation with the wise and good; but after all you must 
digest for yourself; you must let the sentiments of others undergo 
a thorough refinement in your own mind, by examining for your- 
self the reason of them, their truth and propriety, their fitness and 
adaptation to present times and circumstances; that you may 
bring from your own “treasury things new and old.” You must 
he an original thinker. When you sit down to consider a subject, 
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think for yourself, arrange for yourself, clothe your ideas in your 
own languages and bring every thing warm from the heart. In 
the midst of your researches, lift up your soul to God for light, 
for love, for spiritual help ; and then throw yourself into the arms 
of your heavenly Father, and plunge into the centre of your sub- 
ject, fearless of consequences; and He whose servant you are, 
will bring you safe through, provided tRuTH be the object of your 
ursuit. 

, It was observed that you must not depend too much upon 
books. ‘There is, however, one book, always open to your in- 
spection, and which, therefore, you must constantly read: itis the 
book of experience: in this you must note, carefully note, all 
your observations. Mark passing events—notice particular provi- 
dences as they regard yourself—the Church—the world—and in- 
dividual persogs—make them lessons of daily instruction and 
subjects of prayer and thanksgiving. 

cquaint yourself thoroughly with the human heart. History, 
and especially scripture history, will unfold it to your view. In 
your studies be methodical. And as we are most familiar with 
ourselves, begin with yourseLF. ‘Take your pen, and endeavour 
to portray yourself—Trace your origin—your end—separate, as 
far as you can, your soul from your body—consider them apart— 
combine them—contemplate your complex character—analyze 
your corporeal and intellectual natures—your physical and moral 
powers—consider your natural, actual, moral and relative condi- 
dition—your social and individual capacity——your present duties 
and future prospects—Connect the present and future world to- 
gether—let your thoughts stretch themselves far ‘“‘ beyond the 
bounds of time and space”—and recollect that that’ is to be your 
future residence—that your business in this world is to fit your- 
self, and persuade others to fit themselves, for that eternal state. 
O! what a theme opens! What a world is this! But how much 
more mysterious and incomprehensible that which is to come! 
For your own improvement pursue each of the above heads until 
it is exhausted; but never attempt to exhaust a subject in your 
public administration. Concentrate your thoughts, and let the 
eollected beams of truth light on the particular subject you would 
elucidate—otherwise, instead of edifying an audience, you will 
exhaust their patience, and defeat the object of your ministry—if 
you tire yourself you will fatigue your hearers—and both yourself 
and they will be dissatisfied with your performance. Having 
studied yourself, ascend, 

Secondly, To Him wHo mapE you. Contemplate his perfec- 
tions—meditate on the absolute independency of His existence— 
His Eternity—Power—Wisdom—Justice—Goodness—Holiness 
—Truth—Faithfulness—Long-suffering—Mark the administra- 
tion of His government, and the dispensations of His providence 
—Make each of the attributes of His ineffable chatacter, a 
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Theme, or a separate subject of meditation—follow it in all its 
bearings,—then concentrate them—fall down before this bright 
assemblage of infinite perfections,—humbly adore Him in whom 
they inhere, while you confess your own ignorance, and entire 
dependence on Him for all things. 

Next, take into consideration Repemption—the benevolence 
of its character—the comprehensiveness of its provisions—its 
suitableness to the character of God and condition of man—its 
suitableness to man as a sinful beimg—This will open to your soul 
a view of the tremendous scenes of Calvary—lead you to trace 
the life and death of Christ—to estimate the value of his atoning 
blood—and to meditate on his exquisite sufferings—His resurrec- 
tion—ascension—the evidences of it on the day of Pentecost— 
Here the dispensation of the Spirit will open to your view—you 
will understand the GLory which was to follow sufferings of 
Christ. From hence you will descend again to man, and be led 
to notice the operation of the Spirit upon his heart—working con- 
viction, repentance—F aith in Christ—Justification—Sanctification 
—Inward and outward obedience to the law—obligation of the 
ordinances—Death—Resurrection—Judgment—Immortality.— 
What a field for the display of all your mental energies! Do not 
attempt to leap over it at once; but take a solemn walk from 
length to breadth, and carefully examine every tree, every flower, 
every fountain, and every rivulet. In other words, do not min- 
gle up in one sermon, every head of doctrine; but make each 
point a separate discourse, especially where you are called to 
minister to the same congregation for a length of time. This 
method will greatly enlarge your mind, and force you to amplify 
your subjects, and to enter at large into a proof and illustration of. 
them. 

In all your studies, and especially in all your public adminis- 
trations, you will mingle reflections upon the social and relative 
duties of life, as being the surest evidence of a work of grace upon 
the heart. A work of grace upon the heart! Well understand 
this subject. You must learn it from experience. You cannot 
learn it from merely mental application. If you are, indeed, a 
true minister of the sanctuary, you are no stranger to this work of 
grace; this inward smart of repentance, this joy in the Holy 
Ghost, this wrestling and struggling against temptation, this holy 
violence in taking the kingdom of God. Whatever literary ac- 
complishments you may possess, they will not supercede the ne- 
cessity, nor must they take the place of, this gracious work of 
the Hely Spirit upon the heart. When you have learned this 
from experience, you will know how to sympathize with the dis- 
tressed, to “ rejoice with those who do rejoice, and to weep with 
those that weep.” 

Before we conclude our observations, already protracted much 
beyond our original intention, permit us to recal your attention 
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to the primary object, which was suggested at the commencement 
of our remarks, namely, To save yourself and those who hear you. 
To effect this great object, the plan of redemption and salvation 
must not only be clearly explained, but it must be enforced upon 
the conscience, as a subject which must be tested by every man’s 
experience, and exemplified in practical life. ‘This, indeed, is 
far beyond human ability to accomplish. God alone can give the 
increase. Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord. And we have no reason to believe that God will accom- 

any any man’s administrations, with the increased energies of 
His Spirit, unless that man live in the Spirit, unless he walk, net 
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. He who lives by 
faith in the Son of God, devoting himself entirely to His service, 
praying in the Spirit, and being otherwise called and qualified of 
God to be His minister, may expect the accompaniment of God's 
blessing, and may reasonably hope for success in his holy calling. 

It is when the sacred truths of God’s word are sealed upon the 
conscience by the Holy Ghost, that they exert an experimental 
and practical influence upon the heart and life. We may, indeed, 
so far as our perceptions of divine truth are orthodox, talk well 
upon religious subjects without an experience of these things ; but 
our talk will be only as a sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. 
It is when the heart swells with love and gratitude to God, that 
we are drawn forth in tender sympathy and compassion to the 
souls of men. This, while it gives courage to persevere in our 
work, inspires the tongue with arguments to persuade men to be 
reconciled to God. 

As this is the ultimate end of all our labour, so every study 
should be made to contribute to its attainment. When.souls need 
our personal attendance, or the Church calls for active service ; 
if the sick call for our counsel and prayers, the penitent sinner 
for instruction; then retirement and study, however agreeable 
and otherwise necessary, are to be sacrificed, and the wisdom 
and the knowledge we may have obtained must be exemplified 
in practice. ‘To make private studies an excuse for neglecting 
these claims upon our active attention, is to confess an entire ig- 
norance, after all our studies, of the main end of our calling, and 
our determination to defeat the great purposes of the Christian 
ministry. What are the purposes of the Christian ministry ? Are 
they merely to occupy the mind with speculative truths? Alas! 
This were but a meagre object! Did the Lord Jesus Christ descend 
from heaven—did he preach, suffer, die—merely for the purpose 
of instructing mankind in some abstract truths? No! he came to 
rescue man from the thraldom of sin—to restore him to the image 
of God, by reforming his heart, and by rectifying his conduct. 
And if this was the end of the Author of the ministry, surely it 
ought to be the object of its members—-if the Master proposed, 
on, VI, 39 
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this as the grand object of His mission into our world, it ough: 
certainly te be the object of all His servants. 

This being the fact, the whole weight of our ministry should 
be brought to bear upon this point, as the main end for which the 
Christian ministry was instituted. Indeed this is the most difficult 
part of our work. To induce people to attend on our ministry, 
—to enlighten their understandings with the leading truths of 
divine revelation, and to bring them under the profession of 
Christianity, is easy in comparison to persuading them to renounce 
their sins, to reform their lives, to surrender their hearts to God, 
and to live soberly and righteously in this present world. This 
effect produced presents one of the most infallible tests of the 
orthodoxy of our ministry. By their frusts ye shall know them. 
And this maxim applies to the truth of the doctrines delivered, 
as well as to the sincerity of the profession which is made: both 
are to be tested by their practical tendency. Knowledge, elo- 
Cw talents, zeal, are all lost unless they wi ig pe of re- 
ormation in the hearts and lives of sinners. e do not say that 
such a result must be universal. This is not to be expected, when 
even our Lord himself could do no mighty works among a certain 
people because of the hardness of their hearts. What we con- 
tend for is, that those who profess to believe our doctrine, and 
to be profited by our ministry, must furnish evidence of the sin- 
cerity of their faith and the reality of their profit, by the righteous- 
ness of their lives; and that therefore this must be the prevailing 
object of all our studies, all our labours, our preaching and ex- 
hortation. This object accomplished, we can say to them, “ Ye 
are our epistle”’ (of recommendation) “ written in our hearts, known 
and read of all men; for as much as ye are manifestly declared to 
be the epistle of Christ, ministered by us, written not with ink, 
but with the Spirit of the living God, not in tables of stone, but 
in fleshly tables of the heart.” 

Finally.—‘“ The king’s business requires haste.” What you 
are to do must be done quickly. Whatever opposition you may 
meet with, persevere ; whatever discouragements, stil persevere ; 
urge your way ; make every thing bend to the main object of your 
mission; you are a man of one work—of one employment; _ 
have no time to throw away; you cannot afford time for trifling 
visits, for vain talk, for idle recreation; the Judge standeth at the 
door; His reward is with Him; and He saith, Who then és that 
faithful and wise steward, whom his Lord shall make ruler over his 


‘household, to guve them their portion of meat in due season? 
Epiror, 
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IMAGINATION. 


Waxne from a profound sleep, and finding myself enveloped 
with the curtain of darkness, and hearing nothing to break the 
dead silence of midnight, I was suddenly alarmed by beholding 
near my bedside a strange figure, somewhat resembling the shape 
and size of a large dog. Having had, immediately previous té 
retiring to rest, a protracted conversation with a person who was 
bordering upon a state of insanity ; but who was wrapt up in a 
fancied spirit of prophecying, and having attempted without effect 
to bring her to her right mind; and having had, in the days of 
my boyhood, my ears filled with the imaginary tales of ghosts, 
hobgoblins, witches and wizards, in the belief of which I was 
not yet entirely delivered; from these circumstances my mind 
was prepared to construe every strange appearance, especially in 
the night season, into an appearance of some one from the invisi- 
ble world; accordingly on beholding the above-mentioned figure, 
I thought it must be. a visitant from the infernal regions. Some 
degree of perturbation, as might be expected under such appalling 
circumstances, accompanied my efferts to ascertain who or what 
this unexpected visitor might be. At first I called to it, demand- 
ing who it was; but received no answer. I repeated my inter- 
rogatories with increased earnestness; but nothing but my own 
tremulous voice was heard to disturb the dead silence which 
reigned around me. At length my bed-fellow awoke, and saw 
the same sight. Being a little more resolute than myself, and 
determined not to be imposed upon by any illusion, but to ascer- 
tain, if possible, what sort of a being had thus presumed to disturb 
our midnight slumbers, he raised his fist, and with some degree of 
violence, and a little trembling anxiety for the result, smote the 
image upon its supposed head—When lo! to our utter surprize, 
his clenched fist came in contact with my clothes, which, on 
going to bed, I had laid upon a chair near the bedside. The 
chair not being duly balanced, had tumbled over in the night, the 
noise of which, I suppose, had waked me from my slumbers. 
The noise occasioned by this rencontre between the fist and the 
xedoubtable champion which my imagination had created out of 
a lifeless bundle of clothes, awakened the harmless, though much 
mistaken, woman, who immediately exclaimed—Did you think 
the Devil had come, or that the house was haunted ! 

Having satisfied her inquiries, the judgment resumed the um- 
pire over the roving imagination, and d soon sunk to rest under 
the influence of 

‘“ Tir’d natare’s sweet restorer, balmy sleep,” 


undisturbed by any disagreeable dreams; the phantom was fled, 
and with it all apprehensions of real danger. In the morning 4 
awoke, and found myself much refreshed by the sweet slumbers 
of the afterpart of the night; and immediately commenced rea- - 
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soning tipon the late occurrence. My reasoning powers were, 1 
thought, not a little improved from the late experiment, as it 
seemed to afford sufficient datum to build a system upon} at least 
{ thought many system-makers, had raised superstructures upon 
a less solid foundation. “Thinks I to myself,” I will no longer 
be a slave to that troublesome intruder upon man’s om 
and especially upon the tranquility of his nightly repose; I mean 
the flights of the imagination; which, receiving an impetus from 
the fairy tales of ancient times, acted like some subtle fluid on 
material substances, was continually making war upon my reason 
and judgment, and striving to make them accompany her in all 
her wild and fantastic flights. { concluded that an embargo 
should be laid upon this excursive faculty of my nature, if indeed 
it be a faculty, and { will hereafter strive to keep it within the 
bounds prescribed by reason. indeed the whole system of Ba- 
con’s philosophy, so called, opened to my view, and I resolved 
to admit no theory unless it was founded upon expefiment, ot 
on known and acknowledged facts. I had at least made one ex- 
periment, and with a single stroke of the fist had been banished 
from my room and from my imagination, a thousand ghosts and 
hobgoblins. I began to conclude, and the longer I live the more 
1am convinced of the soundness of the conclusion, that most of 
the modern stories respecting haunted castles, by visitants from 
the invisible world, and the distresses and wounds received from 
witches and wizards, have their origin in citcumstances similar 
to the one above narrated; and that, were as thorough an experi 
ment made on all such appearances, as was made upon the pas- 
sive agent, which met the fierce blow from the fist of my fellow: 
sleeper, the falacy would be as evidently detected. 

It will naturally be inferred that 1 am now somewhat of a skep- 
tic as to the existence of such sort of wizards, &c. who are repre- 
sented as roaming abroad, particularly in the night seasons, to 
haunt the habitations of men, and to disturb the refreshing slum- 
bers of unsuspecting mortals. The inference is just. Iam apt 
to believe that if all the modern pretenders to the knowledge of 
what is called the Occult Science, and all those frightful appear- 
ances which have been reputed as Spectres, Ghosts and Hobgob- 
fons, were handled as roughly as were my harmless habiliments, 
they would soon cease to frighten mankind—they would be 
banished the habitations of mortals. Then the imagination, in- 
stead of being perpetually frightened with these dreadful nonen- 
tities, would lend her ‘wings to aid the judgment in exploring the 
field of solid science; and would assist the rational powers of 
man in contemplating that One, énoisible, and ineffable Spirit, 
who giveth understanding to man, and whose power and peaceful 
presence would banish from the habitations and hearts of men 
every troublesome intruder. “ Though we see him not,” yet 
** we love him, because he first loved us.” * Eh. 
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GOD ETERNALLY EXISTED:1N TRINITY AND UNITY: 
To the Editor of the Methodist Magazine. 


Ir you esteem the following extracts, from an old book, 
worthy a place in your Magazine or Guardian, you are at liberty 
to publish them. é E. WasHsBurn. 


God the Creator eternally existed a System or Society of Deity. 
A plurality in unity: possessed of most perfect and consummate 

rfections, and attributes for general good. : 

The Deity did not exist in simple personality: for if he had 
been but a mere simple personality of existence, there could have 
been no possibility of any such things, as are called moral per- 
fections of God. There can be no such thing as righteousness, 
where there is only a mere simple personality of-existence. For 
righteousness is a relative term; or a term expressing the rela- 
tion of rational intelligences to each other. In order for there to 
be any such thing as righteousness, there must be a subject and 
an object. So also of love, which is the foundation of all moral 
goodness ; there must be a subject and an object: A person to 
Jove, and a person to be loved. We can have no idea of love 
where there is a mere simplicity of existence. So also may it 
be said of holiness, which consists in general, or universal bene- 
volence. Hence it is evident to a demonstration, that God eter- 
nally existed in a plurality or diversity of persons ; or could not 
be just, righteous, or holy: because all those attributes are rela- 
tive terms; tequiring a subject and an object, that we may have 
any idea of them. 

Moreover, in all things we are acquainted with, absolute sim- 
plicity cannot multiply or increase. Which affords another 
very considerable argument that the Deity did not exist in sim- 
plicity. Accordingly, he very early revealed himself, existing in 
a plurality of persons, before he ‘had finished the creation, Gen. i. 
26. And God said let us make man in our image, after our like- 
ness. Againimmediately after the fall of man, Gen. iii. 22. And 
the Lord God szid, Behold the man has become as one of us; 
to know good and evil. And -the plurality of persons in the 
Deity, is abundantly alluded to in various places in the Scrip- 
tures; and expressly asserted in many places. Christ very abun- 
dantly teaches this doctrine; speaking of himself, the Father; 
and the Comforter, the Holy Ghost: and expressly asserts the 
three persons in the Godhead, in his institution of Baptism; and 
ordering it as the motto for that holy sign or seal. ‘Thus it ap- 
pears both by reason and scripture; that God exists a plurality 
in unity: a system and society of Deity. Let then Infidels, 
Skeptics, and Schismatics, ridicule and cavil with the words Trinity 
and Triune God; but since the Holy Scriptures clearly and 
abundantly express, all that is meant by those words, Christians 
will never fear nor be ashamed of words which express the pure 
gad plain doctrine of the Bible. 
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‘Many men of many minds.” 









































Gospel Ministers / 


Laws. 

live without the alms of the people. 
obligations are therefore reciprocal. 
ward for his labour, as if he were poor. 
in that of a Gospel debt. 

and privilege. 


nation of what each individual does. 


preacher without consulting any other. 


in the serviee of the 


he goes along. 


take his turn at the helm than pay a pilot. 






creasing nature. 














TWENTY-SIX OPINIONS} OR, A DIALOGUE OF THE A, B, C’s, 


Being an epitome of the sentiments and practices of all men; with 
regard to their aiding and supporting the Gospel Ministry. 





How various are the opinions of men respecting the mode of supporting 


A, thinks that preachers of the Gospel should be qualified, 
inducted and supported, in a mode to be prescribed by the Statute 


B, is of opinion that a preacher is not entitled to any compen- 
sation for his services, unless he is poor and shiftless, and cannot 


C, says that it takes him as long to go to meeting, and hear the 
preacher, as it does for the preacher to go and preach, and their 


D, believes that a rich preacher is as much entitled to a re- 


E, believes a preacher should give the whole of his time to 
reading, meditating, preaching, praying and visiting, and therefore 
he ought to be liberally supported ; not in the light of alms, but 


F’. joins with E, with this proviso, that the liberal support be 
averaged on all the members of the Church according to property 


G, also agrees with E, provided the liberal support be raised 
by a free, public contribution, without any knowledge or exami- 


H, chooses to tax himself, and constable his own money to his 


J, loves the preachers and pays them in blessings; but the 
sound of money drives all good feelings from his heart. 

J, when he hears a man preach, that he does not believe is 
sent of God, feels under no obligation to give him any thing; 
and when he hears a preacher that gives him evidence that he is 

Lord and devoted to his work, he forms the 
conclusion that the Lord pays the preacher well for his work, as 





K, likes preachers very well, but preaching rather better. 
feels therefore best pleased when the preacher fails coming ; and 
a gap opens for himself, for he had rather work his passage and 


L, argues like a man, that the preacher ought to receive some- 
thing handsome for his services, and laments that himself is in 
debt, and cannot communicate any thing without defrauding his 
creditors; at the same time he takes special care to keep always 
mn debt for cheap farms, wild land, or some gther article of an in- 
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M, is a man of a thousand, he argues that the mode of sup- 
porting ministers is left blank in the New-Testament; because 
no one mode would be economical in all places, but that the deed 
is enjoined on all who are taught by an ordinance of heaven. 

If therefore a contribution is recommended, M will be fore- 
most to the box: when a subscription is judged most advisable 
his name will be the first on the list. If averaging is considered 
most equitable, he will add a little to his. bill, lest others should 
fail; and if no mode at all is agreed upon, still M, as an individual, 
will contribute by himself; for he reasons if others are remiss 
it is neither precedent nor excuse for him. He does not give ta 
be seen of men; but because his heart is in it, and these Gospel 
debts, as he calls them, he pays with as much devotion as he 
spreads his hands in prayer to God. The creed of his faith 
which seems to be written on his heart is, that although all the 
money in the world cannot purchase pardon of sin, or the smiles 
of a reconciled God; yet religion always has cost money, or 
worth, from Abel’s Lamb to the present day, and the man who 
will not part with a little money for the sake of him who parted 
with his blood for sinners is a wicked disciple. 

N, approves of the faith and profession of M, but reduces 
nothing to practice. 

O, like his make, believes nothing, does nothing, and is as near 
nothing as any thing can be. 

P, said he thought it to be a matter of mere charity,.and as 
charity begins at home, he was bound to provide for his own; at 
any rate he thought the minister as well off as himself and many 
of his brethren, and therefore considered himself under no obli- 

ation. 
. Q, replied that it could not be a matter of charity at all, since 
the laws of nature and of God enjoined it, and their own call of 
the brother made it a matter of moral obligation. 

R, alleged that he had subscribed liberally to an useful insti- 
tion, and must be excused in that case. 

S, said he had assisted freely in building the meeting-house, 
and must have time to recover it. 

T, enjoined he had been building houses and mills, and had na 
money left for any purpose. 

U, said he had a son lately married, and it had called for all he 
could raise. 

V, stated that he had made several contracts and feared he 
should not be able to meet them. 

W, arose and said he was very much astonished at the pleas 
urged, as if liberalities to other institutions, aiding to build Meeting 
Houses, erecting costly houses, making sumptuous marriages or 
Gontracts to amass wealth, could exonerate from a positive duty. 

X, remarked he had a short crop, was poor, and though willing,. 
vas unable to do any thing, poe 
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Y, stated that short crops and — might excuse from doing 
much, yet could be no just plea for doing nothing, since it. was 
required according to what he hath, and not according to what he 
hath not. 

Z, said he never subscribed to any paper; and observed, I am 
for none of this obligation ; if I get any thing to spare I will give 
it and be done with it. 

Moreover, he thought it rather dangerous to give liberally, lest 
they should make their Minister proud and so hinder his useful- 
ness. 

&, rising soberly said he had attended to what had been said 
on the subject, and was grieved in spirit to hear so many objec- 
tions to the discharge of a reasonable and just duty; he feared 
that a spirit of pride and covetousness had disposed them to serve 
themselves of the good things of God without returning to him 
one thankful offering ; he wandered how Christians could expect 
the continuance of the blessings of life who were more abusive 
of and unthankful for them, than the very heathens, who never 
use any of a new crop, till they have offered the first fruits to 
the great giver of all good. To the brethren who are so afraid 
of spoiling the minister by liberalities he said, are your sons and 
daughters as lovely and their souls as precious in your sight as 
your minister? If so, why do you not govern them by the same 
rule, and when the sons request superfines to wear, high priced, 
gay horses, and fifty or sixty dollar saddles to ride, and the daugh- 
ters lustring dresses, with trail from three to five feet in length, 
fine bonnets and feathers and other costly equipage of dress, why 
do you not say, no, my lovely children, these will make you proud 
and ruin you’—No, your families can be and appear in all the 
fashionable elegance of dress, and your boards loaded with the 
luxuries of life, without adverting to the evil consequence of such 
conduct. I would, said he, brethren were consistent. 

Our preachers are like the camels of Arabia, while they are 
loaded with jewels and spices, feed on shrubs and bushes; or 
rather like the colt that was tied where two ways met; surely 
the Ministers of the Gospel ought to live somewhere between 
the palace and almshouse ; and may God in his mercy save us 
from all extremes for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


——— —-—— 





From Penn’s Maxims. 


There is a troublesome humour some men have, that if they 
may not lead, they will not follow; but had rather a thing were 
never done, than not done their own way, though otherwise yery 
desirable. 

This comes of an over-fulness of ourselves, and shews we are 
more concerned for praise, than the success of what we think 4 
good thing. . | 
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From the Southern Inteltigencer. 
SKETCH OF LOWER YIRGINJA, 


Tere is something melancholy in the whoie aspect of this 
region. Plantations settled when our ancestors first oecupied thig 
country, are now entirely grown up, chiefly with pines, which 
cast their sombre shade over many a mile of flat sandy road 4 
and utter their melancholy murmurs on the blowing of every 
breeze. There grow on many places, on ditches thrown yp for 
enclosures, trees which show that they have been standing from 
fifty to a hundred years, an i 

As one rides along and is presented frequently with objects such 
as these, he cannot help inquiring in bis own mind what hag be 
come of the families which once dwelt here, and manifested the 
old fashioned and generous hospitality ta every guest, stranger oF 
neighbour? This question carries the thoughts away to the regjang 
of the West, where many a son of Virginia has'wandered in search 
of a home. But here lies the bones of their fathers! This idea 
js suggested by the appearance of a once stately and elegant 
church, now in ruins. The traveller, involuntarily stops his 
horse at this sight, dismounts, and ties him to the pendant bough 
of one of the old oaks, under the shade of which the forefathers 
of the parish used to sit and enjoy friendly converse, while wait- 
ing for the coming of their minister. Then with slow and pen- 
sive steps, he traverses the church yard, and endeavours to decy- 
pher names and dates that now scarcely appear on the old braken 
grave stones. ‘There is only one cheering thought in all that ia 
before him; it is the reference made, always where’ Christianity 
prevails and ng where else, to the dactrine of the resurrection, 
On fragments of marble, once Jaid with pious tenderness over the 
ashes of a parent or a child, a husband or wife, one may trace 
fragments of scripture texts, showing how, in the days of theig 
affliction, they, who once dwelt in this region, sought consolation 
in the precious truths of the Bible. For instance, *** Regurrect 
—* the Life #**, ******* Sorrow as *** no hope, &c. &e. On 
seeing such things as these, faith triumphs amid the ruins that 
surround the spectator; and he looks forward with exultation fo 
the time, when every part of earth and sea that has been made a 
grave, shall give up its dead; when “this cqrruptible shall put oy 
incorruption ; this mortal shall put on immortality, and the say- 
ing shall be brqught to pass, Death is swallowed-up in victory,” 

With some such feelings as these, on ong occasion, I turned 
from the graye yard to examine the church. The sound * bless- 
ed are the'dead who die in the Lard,” seemed ta he echoing jn 
my ears, As I entered the door, the first object which caught 
my eye was the remnant of the painting over what was once the 
altar. Scarcely a trace of this could he perceived except the let 
ters, in Hebrew, of the name Jehovah, which seemed tg stand in 

Vor, VI. 40 
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their original freshness, while every thing around them wa: 
mouldy and decayed. ‘This object for a fow minutes strongly 
attracted my attention, and filled me with religious awe. This 
feeling made the whole scene, presented imside.of the church, 
extremely painful. All was ruin and desolation. The altar and 
the pulpit and the pews were broken down—the beautiful flag 
stones* with which the aisles had been laid, were for the most 
part removed; and the floor of the church resembled a farmer’s 
barn-yard, where domestic animals of all kinds are accustomed 
to make their lodgment! Nor was this a solitary case. The 
spectacle of churches in ruins, which, as they once were, would 
have been no disgrace to any of our cities, is quite common. 
Even the cheerful.chirp of the sparrow is not heard in these tem- 
ples of the Lord of Hosts; but the bat is seen there; and the 
owl is heard there; and whatever our country produces of evil- 
omened bird or beast nestles and broods there. I thought while 
beholding this sight, of the beginning of the cxxxvii. Psalm, in 
which the pious Jews so pathetically bewailed the desolations of 
Zion. ‘By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea we 
wept when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps on the 
willows, in the midst thereof.” 

It is impossible to say, how much is added to the gloominess of 
ithe country by such objects as these. And while the traveller 
exults in hope respecting the mouldering tenants of the tomb, 
who died in the faith; he cannot but. inquire, with a mournful 
spirit, respecting the provision made for the spiritual interests of 
the present and future generations. This is a subject of very 
great importance to the well being of this country ; and imperious- 
ly calls for most serious consideration. 


*In one instance I saw the porch of a small tavern at which I was obliged to 
stop to feed my horse, laid with flags most manifestly brought from a church 2! 
no great distance. 


—Neligious and Missionary Intelligence. 
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WESLEYAN-METHODIST MISSIONS IN SOUTH-AFRICA. 


We extract from the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine, the following 
particulars respecting the Mission among the Caffrees of South-Africa, 
conducted principally by Mr. WituiaAm Suaw :— 


In compliance with the promise in my last, I transcribe from my Journal ar 
account of our late journey into the country of the Caffrees. 

Saturday, Aug. 3d, 1822.—I obtained permission from the Landdrost and Com- 
mandant, to proceed on a short visit to Caffreland ; the Brethren Kay and THRET- 
FALL, With Jan T’zatzox an Interpreter,-were also included in the passport. It 
was agreed that Brother Kay and I should proceed forward on the tne 5 Fort 
Wiltshire to-night, with the view of preaching to the soldiers at that place to- 
morrow: that Mr. Turetracy should remain at Graham’s Town until Monday 
morning, to preach to the English; and that M’zatzoe should remain with bim, 
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and preach to the Hottentot congregation ; Brother Kay and I are to wait at Fort 
Wiltshire, until Brother T. and T’zarzor arrived. About sun-set Brother Kay and 
i commenced our journey; we arrived, very late, at Hermnaan’s Kraal, a mili- 
tary post. The serjeant’s wife behaved to us with remarkable civility, but she 
could net furnish us with beds ; however, we slept pretty well on the floor with 
blankets, and had our saddles for pillows. : 
Sunday, 4th—I intended preaching this morning to the soldiers, at the post, 
but, to our great disappointment, found that they ail had to proceed, at day-break, 
to Fort Wiltshire. We therefore saddled our horses, with the view of reaching 
Fort Wiltshire, in time to preach at night. We rode to the heights above the 
Great Fish River, took off our saddles to allow the horses to graze, partook of 
some refreshment, which we had brought in our haversacks, sokapesh some time 
under a bush, in reading the Scriptures, and imploring the divine blessing upon 
our present journey. We found it “ <a to draw nigh to God,” and were much 
comforted by thinking that, although by ourselves, on the borders of an immense 
forest, er wood, yet many thousands in our native land were praying forus. We 
proceeded on our journey through the dismal pass, over the Great Fish River, 
and saw many evident proofs of the place being much infested by elephants. 
We arrived safely at Fort Wiltshire; but the distance proving greater than we 
expected, and. having after the sun set missed our way, we arrived too late to 
hold service ; a circumstance which we greatly regretted: but we had.‘ done 


what we could.” 

Monday, 5th.—Masor Rocers, and the Officers of the Garrison, behaved with 
great politeness, ordering a couple of beds to be made up for us, and otherwise 
treating us with very great kindness. We breakfasted with Masor R. this morn- 
ing, and afterwards spoke with several of the soldiers, who had been Methodists 
in England, and who seem deeply to deplore the loss of the means of grace, since 
they came to this part of the world. They belong to the Sixth Regiment, and 
were stationed at Leeds and Hull, not long ago. 1] saw about 200 Caffrees at a 
pass in the Keiskamma River. These Caffrees belong to the tribe whose Chief 
or Captain is named Borman ; they are a fine looking race of men; their colour 
varies ; but a deep, jet black is the most common. They are well proportioned in 
their limbs ; and appear in general, very agile and expert. They had no cover- 
ing whatever on their bodies, excepting the kaross, which is made of ox-hide, pecu- 
liarly dressed, and hung carelessly over their shoalders. We regretted very much 
that we could not preach to them, T’zarzor and Brother Tareiratt not having 
arrived: they came, however, towards night. We dined with the Officers, and I 
preached to about two hundred of the soldiers, in a long and good building, 
erected for the stables of the cavalry. The people appeared very thankful for 
the opportunity ; may it be a benefit to their souls! How painful is it, in going 
in pursuit of the lost Heathen, to find on the borders of their country so many 
“lost sheep of the house of Israel,” for whose souls no man cares. If it were 
possible, we would visit this place occasionally from Graham’s Town, but it has 
not hitherto been in our power. 

Tuesday, 6th—The whole party set off for Chumie, a missionary Station form- 
ed under the immediate patronage of the Colonial Government. I could not 
avoid a smile, when looking round upon our little company. | Persons who tra- 
vel in Afriea need an extraordinary kind of outfit. I and my Brethren appeared 
with trowsers, made of sheep-skins; jackets we found more convenient than 
coats; our heads were covered, some with straw hats, and others with caps. 
Brother Kay carried a fowling-piece ; T’zatzoz, a heavy musket; and we all 
had haversacks slung over our shoulders, in which we carried our provender, §-c. 
An extra horse bore our heavy great coats, which were needed for night-wear. 
Thus equipped, we rode on our way, about eighteen miles, and then arrived at a 
village, or, as it is called here, a kraal of Caffrees, a short distance from our path. 
Six men rah towards us with their assagays, or spears, in their hands ; they beg- 
ged for buttons, which were given them ; and being informed who we were, and 
what was our design in visiting the country, the Chief asked, why he could not 
have Missionaries, saying he should be very glad to receive them. We passed 
— kraals, and saw others at a distance. After dark, we arrived sohale at 

umie. : 

Wednesday, 7th.—I was much pleased with the appearance of the congregation 
bere. Last night, about one hundred and fifty, chiefly Caffrees, were present: they 
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sang melodicusly 4 sort of nitive ait, to some expressive words of praise.to God, 
said to be composed by a native captain; and repeated, as with one voice; 
answers to the catechetical examination, which was conducted by Mk. Brown: 
Ler. Considering the short périod that has elapsed since the commencément of 
this Institutidn; and the peculiar circumstance’ of the country, much has been 
effected. The site of the village is well chosen ; it affords abiindance of good 
timber, pasturage, water, &c.; and, which is of great consequence in Africa, the 
S3tream has been 30 led out by conduits, as to rénder irrigation practicable, to a 
onsiderable extent. The village is laid out, on a régular. plan, to which all the 
Caffrees submit, 6n coming to build upon the place. The neighbourhood is very 
populous. I was surprised at the humber of kraals, all full of people, which we 
passed in the course of an hour's ride from the Missionary station. Mr. Bemis, 
of the Glasgow Society, has a number of children in his school; hé writes out 
for them Caffreé words, which théy appear to learn to read with favility. On the 
Whole, I think thé Missionariés at this place will, by the blessing of Gud, produce 
& great change on thé mass of the people in their neighbourhood. Mr. Kay ques: 
tioned sqme of the candidates for baptism, at the request of the Missionaries ; 
‘ahd at night I addressed the Caffrée congregation, through the medium of the in- 
terpréter, who understands Dutch. A messenger wa’ sent to Gaixa, the King, 
saying that we wisted to speak with him; it is, however, doubtful, whether he 
Will come. 
_ Thursday, 8th.I spent an kour ii prayér this thornidg with my Brethren, and 
the three Missionaries on the Station, when many fervent petitions were offered 
to God for the Caffrees. Human agency was acknowledged before the Lord tc 
be weakness itself, and the abundant effusion of the Hoty Spirit, to prosper 
Missionary labours -among the Caffrees, was suctessively solicited in prayer, by 
all the Brethren present. O that God may giVe us the desire of our hearts! We 
commenced our journey shortly after the prayer-meeting; and in less than an 
hour arrived at the kraal of Maxoua, the eldest son of Garka, whom, with two of 
his wives, wé met on the road, a short distance from his house. He immediately 
turned back; and we were sdon surrounded by a number of his people. After 
some conversation respecting an interview with his father, and desiring him to 
inform the King at what village we intended to sleep to-night, wé Yode on, and 
arrived at the intended place about sun-sét. We saw, a number of kraals, or 
villages, on the road as we journeyed. The principal man at this kraal sént off 
women to the neighbouring kraals, to say that we intended to preach the Gospel 
at his place, and to invite them to attend. We were allowed to take up our 
abode in their encircled threshing-floor ; and while we were boiling our kettle, « 
number of Caffrees assembled around us. We desired them to ask us any ques: 
tidus they thought proper respecting the Gospel, when the following conversa: 
tion with a Caffree took place, to which the rest listened with attention. 

Caffree—God requires men to pray all their lives, even to death ; now this? 
too hard. If God would be satisfied with two or three days’ praying, that might 
be dune ; but to pray all our lives is toé hard. | 

Missionary.—Those who pray sincerely will soon find, that it is not a hard 
work, but a pleasure and delight:—a child finds it very difficult, at first, to 
attempt walking, but it soon takes great delight in running aboat. 

_ Caffree—I am now growing old ; I Have lived long in the World, without God, 
therefore, it is of no use for me to Change now. 

Missionary—Y ou should consider it a mercy, that now, at the latter end of your . 
life, God has sent his word to you; the older you are, the more reason there is 
oe de to change, because you faust Yoon appear before the judgment-bar ol 

4 

Caffree —But you say God is almighty, and can do all things: Why does he not 
change me at once himself, without sending teachers to tell me what I must be? 

Missionary.—God is truly almighty; but he uses means to effect what he de- 
sigiis: it is the same with the soul, as with the body. He tan give us corn from 
heaven; but he gives tione, untfl the women dig, and plant, and sow ; then be 
sends his rain upon it, ‘and we Yeceive ‘corn and pumpkins, for food. Now it is 
just so with our souls; God sends teachérs; you must hedr ‘and bélieve them, 
repent of ‘yout tins, and pray to ‘God; and he will change your heart, and save 
you. 


| Coffree Why does wot God ‘chahge the Devil first; he is very wicked; be- 
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sides 1 know that he troubles me, and pushes me on to bad things; why does not 
God first convert him ? 

Missionary.—The Devil was the first sinner; no person tempted him ; and-as 
he sinned without being tempted, God cast him into hell, and there he must re- 
main for evér. God will not havé mercy on him: but it pleased God to have 
pity upon man; yea, he loved man so much that he gave his only-begotten Son 
to die for us, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have ever- 
iasting life. Here the subject of redemption by Christ was enlarged upon. - 

I have transtribed a part of this conversation, in order that you may have 
some idea of the acuténéd’s which these natives occasionally display. The ques- 
tions were proposed by one Caffree; the eyes of some of his compations seemed 
io sparkle with satisfaction, when they thought they had asked 4 question which 
would puzzle us. The answers were given by us all three ; sometimes one, and 
then another of us, taking up the subject, and replying to the inquiries of this 
shrewd man. We more than once had the satisfaction of lrearing from T’zatzoe, 
after interpreting some of our replies, “* Now he is stom,” (dumb,) by which he 
ineant that his ubjections were silenced. 

After this conversation was ¢nded, the principal man of the kraal made an 
animated oration of @ quartet of an hour long, which ‘T’zarzox* informed us was 
to the following purpose :— That every thing, mountains, rivers, grass, cattle, 
‘down to even his kaross, or cloak, proved the being of a God. God had sent 
Missionaries into the land, to speak of Him, and they ought to receive and hear 
them. If even a child were to call out to them, as they passed a kloof, or 4 
bush, and begin to tell them any thing respecting God, they ought to stop and 
hear; much more when such men 4s these speak, who are now in the land. 
The words of the Missionaties should be believed, and not reasoned about: (al- 
luding to the man who had asked us the above questions.) You allow, that you 

now nothing; then why should you cavil at the word. ‘These men are much 
superior to you, and they know more: besides, they have God’s word,” &c.—He 
delivered all (his with sach animation, and display of natural oratory, as surprised 
us and the people listened to his spéech with profound attention. We sung a 
hymn in English, with which the natives were delighted. T’zatzor prayed in 
the Caffree fanguage. About nine o'clock, the night threatened rain; we, how- 
‘ever, lay down in the open air, in preference to sleeping in a native hut; with 
‘our saddles for pillows we slept very well, although it was very cold. 

Friday, 9th.—Garka did not come; we set off for the kraal of which T’zat- 
‘zor’s father is the Captain, or Chief, and which is just in the peighbourhood of 
the place where Gaixa was understood to be. We passed a number of villages 
‘on the road, and saw several more at a distance. We crossed the finest river I 
have seen in Africa, a most beautiful stream of excellent water ; the country over 
which we have travelled is also very fine. There is clearly an improvement in 
the magnitude of the rivers, and the appearance of the country, the further a 
traveller proceeds to the east from the colony. We arrived at Captain T’zat+ 
zoe’s kraal, in the afternoon ; and found about fifty men assembled, cutting up 
‘an ox, which they had just slaughtered, and were about to cook. After a pause 
‘about two minute’, on our presenting ourselves before them, during which time 
we silently gazed at each other, old Captain T’zatzoxz recognized, in our inter- 
preter, his son: and, on his risf¥g to welcome him, we were presently surrounded 
by all the people, who eagerly shook hands with us. They gave us about twenty 
‘pounds of the beef they were cutting up, as our share. We took up our abode 
under the enclosure of a plot of ground, intended to be sown with corn. Abort 
‘sun-set the heavens gathered blackness, and threatened a storm ; a little rain fell 
at night, which did us no great mischief, but indwéed us to praise God for the 
comfort of a large fire, at which to warm oat cold feet. We held service aftet 
‘dark ; a great number attended, and when they had seated themselves round our 
fire we sang a hymn, and delivered, in short sentences, a few simple truths. We 
find it an advantage to draw them into conversation on religion. They were 
‘here, a8 in all other places, in a dreadful state‘of ignorance. Indeed, in Caffre- 
and, if any where, gross darkness hath covered the minds of the people. 


. * 1 often itention TZATZOE, eur initerpréter: he belongs to the London Society’s Mission, 
1aving been given by his father, a Caffree Chief, many yeitirs when very young, to the late DR. 
VANDERKEMP, to be brought up. T’ZATZOE is now a credit tu those under whose care he was 
Eees. =) reads Dutch, is a good carpenter, is-trwy converted-to God..and an occasional Preacher 
Theopo 
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SOUTH-SEA MISSIONS. 


We are happy to be able to insert the substance of a Létter from Mn. Lrtar 
whose continued preservation, and that of his excellent wife, in New Zeal rg 
will call forth the grateful acknowledgments of the friends of the Heathen. le 
enters into no -particulars as to the unsettled and warlike state of the country 
mentioned in his last: but this silence gives us the hope that tranquility has, for 
the time, been restored. Mr. and Mrs. Leion remained at the Church Settle- 
ment, until the arrival of the other Missionaries sent out. 


Extract of a Leiter from Mr. Leicu, dated New Zealand, Nov. 16th, 1822. 


I know you will be glad to hear of our safe continuance in New Zealand. We 
are, and shall remain, at the Bay of Islands till Brother Waite, or some one else, 
arrives to assist in the Mission, inasmuch as it would be useless for me to fix in 
any place in this land by myself. 

Mrs. Leicu has a good state of health, but I am sometimes unwell; however, 
in all my exercises, I can say the Lorp is my portion, and in him will I trust. 
You must not conceive that fam without my measure of trials, from the world, 
the flesh, and the Devil: but so far the Lord hath helped me, and I hope and pray 
that he will continue to guide me by his eounsel, and afterwards bring me to 

lory. 7 
. Mrs. Leicu and I are going on in learning the language, and are likewise doing 
a little among the natives. The prayers or hymns in the native language. we can 
read and sing with ease; and I am sure you will be pleased to hear, that the 
New Zealanders in the wilderness join with us in repeating and singing these 
compositions. Even among these heathen, when engaged in these exercises, we 
have been constrained to say, “‘ Lorn, it is good for us to be here.’’ We have one 
great mercy, which is, free access to the Heathen. 


The following are Extracts from Mr. Letcu’s Journal ; they exhibit the mise- 
rable superstitions and cruelty of this people. : : 

Aug. 20, 18223.—A few evenings ago, I went to a native hut to spend the night. 
During the evening, there was much conversation on the subject of Religion, and 
the true Gop,—and among others, with a heathen Priest, who was so far interest- 
ed as to listen with attention. 

In the morning he visited the hut early, and observed, that the white man’s 
Gop had appeared to him in the night, and had spoken good to him. 

A young man who was sick, and far gone in a consumption, asked me, if the 
white man’s Gop was a good Gop; and when I answered in the affirmative, he 
observed, that the New Zealand man’s god was a very bad god, for he eat their 
inside, and made them very ill, Besides, said he, “ our god gives us no sach bread, 
and clothes, and good houses, as your Gop gives you.”—So earthly are all their 
views. 

One tribe of natives in New Zealand object to Europeans settling among them, 
and give this reason :-—-“‘ That if the white people came to live amongst them, 
they would bring the European Gop with them, who would kill the whole tribe. 
Since the white people have been at the Bay of Islands, many New Zealand men 
have died, and their Gon is very angry with us.” 

25th.—Last Sabbath, Mrs. Lreicu and I visited a number of natives who were 
planting potatoes. I conversed with them for the first time in their own lan- 
guage on the evil of working on the Sabbath day, and recommended that they 
and their slaves should rest on Sundays. After a short sermon on this subject, 
the people said they would work no more that day, but rest until the day after, 
which I believe they did. 

I lately met with a Priest, who directed my attention to a place where the 
bones of a young woman Jay. He-said he had killed her for going with a sailor 
to a ship, which was contrary to his order; and that after he had put her to death, 
he gave her body to Lis men, who ate it, near the place where her bones were 
now strewed. 

At a little distance from the above-mentioned place, he showed me another 
spot, where were the bones of a man whom he had killed for stealing potatoes. 
Among themselyes, theft is punished with death; but not so if they steal from 

yersons of another nation, or from their enemies. 
The first pig I bought in New Zealand was with the hat which I took of my 
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head: nothifig I had besides would procure it, and we had been in the land four 
months without animal food. 

I always disapproved of Missionaries procuring food, or any thing else, with 
muskets and powder ; although we have suffered for a time in consequence, I 
hope the trial is nearly over. We have lately been able to purchase pigs for 
dollars. tones : 

30th._—In one of the native villages a young man was lately taken sick. Tea 
and bread were sent him’ from time to time ; but when he himself seriously 
thought that he should die, he observed, to the person who conveyed the food to 
him, that he should not eat the bread at that time, but would save it for his spirit 
to eat after it had left the body, and was.on if’ way to the North Cape. 

September 3.—A sick chief was asked by a European, Do you pray to Gop to 
restore you to health ;—Answer, “No. We have no good God ; our god is a bad 
spirit. He gives us no food,—he makes us sick,—he kills us. Yours is a good 
Gop ; when you pray, your Gop hears you, and gives you good things. Do you 
pray for me? Pray for me, and I shall get well. Yours isagoodGop. Teach us 
to know him. New Zealand people know nothing that is good: we have too 
om fight, and too much eat men. European people no eat men; that is very 

00 Ree 
. On a journey lately in a boat, | met with some natives who had been fishing. 
1 wished to procure some fish from them, but when I inquired if they would sell 
me some, they said they could not let me have any, because they were the first 
had at that place that season, and that they must eat them on the first beach 
or shore they came to; but if I wished to have some on my return, they would 
go out and procure more. 

October 14.—I visited the church settlement at Kidde Kidde, in which I found 
good wheat, barley, oats, beans, peas, and vegetables of all kinds in abundance. 
Five natives can repeat the Lorn’s Prayer and the Belief by heart, and are able 
fo answer many questions on religious subjects. 


—— a i oOo 


Poetry. 


For the Methodist Magazine. ; 
RELIGION. 


The harp of Patmos sung for thee, 
When lo! the prophet’s raptur’d sout 
Beheld, with joyful ecstacy, 
The bursting visions o’er him roll: 
He sang and panted for the skies 


Sav. angel of celestial light! 
What brought thee to this vale of tears, 
To shine upon a world of night, 
And dissipate our gloomy fears ? 
Twas love co-heir with light divine, 


Caus’d thy effulgent rays to shine. Lost, to behold its grandeur rise. 
Spust of bright expanded wing, To thee, their Pans angels sung . 
Brood o’er the chaos of my mind ; . Before primeval light arose, 


Or dropp’d a note from mortal tongue, 
Or biush’d in beauteous tints the rose; 
Thy presence makes the bliss of heav’a 
The greatest joy to mortals giv’n. 


In paradise thy charms were known, 
Where first the morning stars appear’d, 
When light upon the orient shone, 
And the sweet vale of Eden cheer’d ; 
The happy pair by thee were blest, 
In innocence divinely dress*d. 


Hither immortal pleasures bring, 
And fill my seul with joys refio’d : 
Let uncreated light inspire, 
And wake to ecstacy my lyre. 


Come, and o’er my minstrel breathe, 
And bring from yon perennial bow’r, 
The aramanth to form my wreathe, 
That sweet and never fading flow’r: 
Then sweep the chords with golden wing, 
While I immortal numbers sing. 


Faith saw thee, by that fountain clear, Whate’er in social life endears, 
Which issues from the throne above, Is soften’d and refin’d by thee; 
Where mercy stoops our plaints to hear Beneath the weight of growing yea 
Where flow those streams of sacred love ; Thy pow’r preserves the spirits free 
The jasper skies irradiant shine, All care before thy presence flies, 


By thy celestial rays divine. And joys within the bosom rise. 


Spot athena woe oes 
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Ta friendship’s bonds thy pow’r divine, 
Displays its pure unsullied light, 
Brighter thy emanations shine, 


POETRY. 








A soother of the orphans’ wor, 
Who sorrow in this vale below. 


Come, then, descend thou heav'nly guest, 


Than ought which glitters in our sight: sh ated timated y 
No earthly form of beauty fair, Sabeskties * > sameness iL 
Can with thy matchless charms compare. wes : h yn oe mA ‘ 


Thou art the lonely stranger’s friend, 
Who drinks the bitter cup of grief, 

Whose secret sighs to henv'n ascend, 
And finds ia tears a sweet relief: 


Then watt me to my native skies 
Where joys immortal ever rise. 
MIRANDA. 


ba 
From the Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine. 


THE WIDOW OF NAIN :‘——A SKETCH. 


os eyecceees Ele was an anly child: 
And all the fond affections of her heart, 
A Mother's heart, were fix’d to agony 
On him, her darling. The strong nervous frame, 
The manly feature, and the graceful air, 
But most the voice melodious, often drew 
The tear of memory from her fading eye. 
She was a Widow—and in these could trace 
The dear resemblance ot his Father’s form. 

He was her hope ; and al! of future joy 
She told on earth, did aggregate in him, 
©! ‘twas her daily, her delightful task 

To minister his comfort; weil repaid 
If he were happy, while her aged breast 
Throbb’d with delight, when from his smiling lip 
Dropp’d, in kind accents, filial gratitude. 
+ ceesesesee His cheek grew pale ; 

Saye that a crimson blush, more delicate 

Than health’s coarse pencil on the face of youth 
Delineates ever, fiercely kindled there.— 

The Mother’s eye saw the deceptive spark, 

Like some advancing meteor, soon to lay 

Her hopes in ashes.—Long her aged form 

Bent o’er his wasting frame, in agony 

None but a widow’d mother e’er can know, 

As sinks the crescent moon, in feeble splendour, 

Yet mild, and lovely, so he sunk to rest. 

She gaz’d in all the silence of despair ; 

And when the last faint beam of parting life 
Had pass’d her eye, a more than midnight gloom 
Hung o’er hersoul. They bore him to his grave, 
A lovely victim; many a weeping eye 

Shed kind libations on his early bier. 

In all the racking emphasis of woe, 

The trembling mother follow’d.—On they pass’d, 
And saon the lofty gates of Nain unfold, 

As mov’d the solemn pageant to the tomb. 
Scarcely they clos’d, when from the bleeding 

heart 

Of the lone Widow burst a shriek of woe, 
While from her eye a flood of burning tears 
Issued afresh......... 

¢seeeee+ What soothing, gentle voice, 
Breaks the sad silence? * Widow, weep no more !” 
She rais’d her drooping head ; the tender sound 
Seem’d like the filial accents of ber child. 
It wags the * Man of Sorrows,” he evho felt 





For human wretchedness,—so deeply felt, 

That not his life was dear that man might live.-- 

“ Weep not :”—but; from. her quivering lip, 4 

word 

Escap'd not, while expressive of despair 

She shook ber boary bair.—Straight to the bier 

In solemn silence, great in canscious power, 

The Saviour now advanc’d.—Back to the heart 

The wond’ring blood impetuous recoil’d, 

And ev’ry eye wasrivetted. They stood 

Gazing ; while, ’neath the weight of morbid clay 

Inanimate, their terror-stricken limbs 

Shook, like the pendant dew-drops in the breeze. 
The Son of God, in all the majesty 

Of power iilimitable —all the zeal 

Of pure benevolence,—now rais’d his arm; 

And as it rested on the moveless bier, 

His voice imperative the silence broke,— 

* Young man arise.”— 

eteeeeeee. A deep, responsive groan, 

An undulation of the spreading pall, 

Convulsive motion, and thick breathing sobs, 

Declare the spirit heard its Maker’s voice, 

Heard and obey’d. The fainting mother sunk 

Beneath contending pas<ions, whilst her eye, 

Bursting with hope, anxiety, amaze, 

Watch'd ev’ry motion, and her list’ning ear 

Drank ev’ry sound :—she saw the corse awake, 

Cast off the folded cerements of the grave ; 

She saw her only, her lamented child _ 

Rise, like 4 midnight spectre from the tomb, 

And gaze in wild amazement on the scene. {jj 

She saw that well-known eye, she lately clos’d, 

Resume its brilliancy, she saw it rove 

From form to form,—she saw it rest on her. 
“Tis false! tis visionary! madness! vain! 

It cannot be !” she deems the bliss too great— 

“ Mother /°—She hears the voice, and, starting 

quick, 

Springs from the earth; again the filial cry 

‘© My Mother /” bursts upon her ravish’d ear. 

She flirs to his embrace, she grasps her child, 

No shade delusive; tears of ecstasy __ 

Relieve her loaded bosom ; down they sink 

O’erwhelm’d with gratitude, and at His feet, 

Who wrought the deed of mercy, paur thrit 

praise. 








